8-9 семестры

About My Family and Myself
Let me introduce myself. My full name is Victor Petrov. Petrov is my surname and Victor is my first name. I am nineteen. I am from Minsk, I live with my parents. My father’s name is Igor Ivanovich. He is a technician. He is fifty. My father is a handsome man. His hobby is fishing. Besides he likes to read newspapers and magazines and books on history.

My mother’s name is Nina Borisovna. She is a very kind and good-looking woman. My mother is four years younger than my father. She is a housewife. She looks after the house and takes care of all of us. She likes to read fiction and to make her dress herself.

My parents have two more children besides me. Thus I have got an older brother and a younger sister. My brother who is twenty studies at the Belarusian State University. He is a part-time second year student. He combines his work with the studies. My brother Sergey works at the factory from 9 a.m. till 6 p.m. In the evening four times a week he attends lectures and tutorials in different subjects. He is not yet married.

My sister Olga is 12. She is fond of music. She likes to play piano, and to sing songs. Besides she draws well and she goes in for sport. She is fond of skating.

I also have some other relatives: uncles, aunts, cousins and many friends. We are happy when we are together. We are tactful, helpful, tolerant and respect each other. It’s nice to have a good family.

I was born in Minsk in 1983. When I was seven I went to school. In June I left / finished school decided to enter the Managers’ Training Institute. I attended preliminary courses in subjects in which I took examinations successfully. And now I am a first year student of the Correspondence Faculty. I like my future specialty very much, that is why I study well.

Vocabulary:
1. to introduce oneself –представлять кого-либо;
let me introduce myself – разрешите представиться;

to introduce smb. To smb. – представлять кого-либо кому-либо;

2. full name –полное имя;
first name  – первое имя;

surname –фамилия;

3. family – семья;

my mother and my father are my parents – моя мама и мой отец – мои родители.

older brother – старший брат;

younger sister –младшая сестра;

child (children)– ребёнок (дети);

4. to attend –посещать;

I attended preliminary courses. –посещать предварительные курсы;

He attends lectures and tutorials.– посещать лекции и  практические занятия;

5. to be fond of – любить что-либо;

Olga is fond of music. – Ольга любит музыку.

6. to go in for smth – интересоваться чем-либо;
7. to play piano – играть на рояле;

8. to like – любить, нравиться;

He likes to read newspapers (magazines, books, fiction) – Он любит читать газеты (журналы, книги, фантастика);

She like to play piano – Она любит играть на рояле;

I like my future speciality. –специальность;

9. to study at – учиться в …

10. subjects – предметы;

Russian and Russian literature – русский и русская литература;

Byelorrussian and Byelorrussian literature – белорусский и белорусская литература;

physics – физика;

mathematics – математика;

chemistry –химия;

foreign language – иностранный язык;

11. to take examinations –сдавать экзамены;

to pass exams / a test – сдавать экзамены / тест;

to pass an entrance interview – сдавать вступительный экзамен.

WAYS of Addressing People
There are several ways of addressing people in English. The most uni​versal ones that can be used when speaking to strangers as well as to people you know are:

Mr. - to a man, Mr. Brown;

Mrs. - to a married woman, Mrs. Brown; 

Miss - to an unmarried woman, Miss Brown;
Ms. - to a woman whose marital status in unknown (mostly used in the written form, Ms. Brown).
Mr., Miss, etc. are never used without the person's second name. Other forms of address are:

Sir - used to a man who is clearly older or more senior than oneself.

Sir is also used:

1. By shop assistants, waiters, etc. to their male customers;

2. By schoolchildren to men-teachers;

3. In the armed forces, to an (a superior) officer;

4. As a title (for knights and baronets), followed by the first name, for
example, Sir William.
5. Sometimes as a polite form of address to a stranger, even if not older or more senior. However, this is not common nowadays in Britain, where the usual way of addressing a stranger (either a man or a woman) is Excuse me, please.

Madam - used by shop assistants, waiters, etc. to their female custom​ers. Except for this type of situation, however, madam is less widely used than sir. It is not used when addressing women-teachers (here Mrs./Miss with the surname is used), nor when addressing an older or more senior woman. It is only rarely used to address a stranger, "Excuse me, please" be​ing the usual form.

People who have a scientific degree - PhD, ScD - are to be addressed Dr., doctor Brown, whereas medical practitioners, i.e., doctors who cure people are simply Doctors (no name is necessary). Professors can also be addressed by the title only.

You'd better use officer - addressing a policeman. If one knows his rank, one may also address him as, for example, Constable, or Inspector. In practice, however, most people approaching a policeman for information or help use Excuse me, (please), without any form of address.

People in certain occupations can be called Waiter / Waitress / Porter/ Nurse, etc. Commercial and administrative titles such as director, manager are never used as forms of address.

When addressing a King or a Queen you say Your Majesty. Address​ing a group of people or audience you use Ladies and Gentlemen. In fact people in the English-speaking countries prefer calling each other by the first name: Peter, Ann, etc.

Forms of Address within the Family
Small children address their parents as Mummy and Daddy. When they are older (about 10-11) they often change to Mum and Dad. As adults they usually continue to use these forms, although some people (mainly members of the upper and middle classes) use the formal Mother and Father.
Grandparents are usually addressed as Granny (sometimes Gran or Nanny) and Grandad. Grandmother and Grandfather are used by some adults (those who use Mother and Father - see above).

Aunts and uncles are addressed as Auntie and Uncle usually with the first name, for example, Auntie Mary, Uncle Richard. Aunt is often used in​stead of Auntie by older children and adults, particularly in formal situations.

A Modern Flat

My friend’s parents have a new flat on the second floor of a 16-storeyed block of flats. It has all modern conveniences (gas in the kitchen, central heating everywhere, telephone). There are four rooms in the flat: a living room, a sitting room, two bedrooms, a hall, a kitchen, a lavatory and a bathroom. One room is Pete’s bedroom and another – his parents’ bedroom.

Pete’s room is not large but is rather cozy and comfortable. It has two windows. The windows face a garden in front of the house. There is a sofa in the room, a bookcase where Pete keeps his books, a writing table with a computer on it, at which he usually does his homework, and a chair.

His parents’ sitting room is a large room with two windows and two doors. One door is leading to the hall, another to the balcony. There is a sofa in the room, two armchairs, a table, a wall fitment at one of the walls, a TV-set in the corner of the room and a bookcase. The nets are white and the curtains match the walls.

The dining room is also very nice. There is a table in the middle of the room. There are six chairs around the table. At one of the walls there is a cupboard for plates, cups, knives, forks, spoons.

Pete’s mother is very proud of her kitchen. There is a gas stove, a microwave oven, a refrigerator, several kitchen units, a sink with two taps (for cold and hot water) and other kitchen ranges. 

In the hall there is a big built-in wardrobe where they keep their outdoor wear.

They are happy to have such a nice flat and try to keep it clean.

My Office

Let me suppose that I am a businessman. I have got my own office and I invite you to go in. 

My office is situated in a new building in Masherov Street. The building is of modern design. In front of it there is a small park.

My office is on the third floor. It consists of three rooms: the secretary’s office, the accountant’s office and the manager’s office that may serve as a conference room.

All the rooms are large and light. The walls are papered with wallpaper of various design. There are some pictures on the walls. The high ceilings are painted. The floors are parquet with nice carpets in every room. The windows are large, they face the park, so it’s very light there. The pots with flowers stand on the windowsills. There are jalousies over the windows. A modern lighting makes the rooms cosy.

All the rooms are nicely furnished with office furniture. There are writing-tables, bookcases, shelves, desks, chairs, saves, etc. All the necessary office technics helps us to organize a productive work in my office. There are telephones and faxes, personal computers and printers.

For a coffee break we have a cosy corner with a sofa, three armchairs, a small table with a nice china coffee-set on it.

I like my office very much and I hope one day I’ll enter it as a boss.

Vocabulary

	modern conveniences

central heating

cosy

to face

wall-fitment

net

to match

cupboard

microwave

oven

kitchen ranges

sink

tap

wall-units

built-in

outdoor wear

to suppose

of modern design

a secretary

an accountant

a manager

a conference room

to paper

a wall-paper

a ceiling

to paint

a parquet [’pa:keı]

a window-sill

a jalousie [’  ælu:zı]

to furnish with

a safe

technics

to organize

a coffee-break

china

a set

to hope

a boss
	современные удобства

центральное отопление

уютный

выходить (об окнах)

набор секционной мебели

занавеска

подходить, гармонировать

буфет

микроволновый

духовой шкаф, печь

кухонное оборудование

раковина (на кухне)

кран

подвесные полки, шкаф

встроенный

верхняя одежда

предполагать

зд. современный рисунок

секретарь

бухгалтер

управляющий

зал заседаний

оклеивать обоями

обои

потолок

красить

паркет

подоконник

жалюзи

меблировать

сейф

техника

организовать

перерыв на кофе

фарфоровый

сервиз

надеяться

хозяин


Remember!

My house is my castle.

There is no place like home.

Men make houses, women make homes.

National and CULTURAL DIFFERENCES

The foundation of a people’s character begins to take shape far earlier than their self-consciousness about it. The new social science approaches to national character imply individual personality and the social group and the analysis of their values.

Every culture has its own set of values, which are concerned with what a certain nationality regards as good or bad, right or wrong, fair or unfair, just or unjust, beautiful or ugly, clean or dirty, valuable or worthless, kind or cruel.

It is also important to recognize that cultural differences are closely connected with the food people eat, the clothing people wear, the way people behave in different situations and interconnect with each other. Some scientists believe that the natural and climatic conditions influence a lot the formation of a national character.

So, people differ from country to country and every nation has a fixed set of ideas about what a particular nationality is like. These generalizations are known as stereotypes. 

WHAT ARE THE BRITISH LIKE?

It's difficult to give a general idea of what more than 55 million people are like. It's even more difficult when you consider that there are four different countries in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and also that people from many other countries have come to live here too.

Even if you've never been to Britain however, films, television, books, etc. have probably given you ideas about what British people are like. So, people abroad have very fixed ideas about the British they are cold, reserved, aristocratic, arrogant, lazy, etc.

Actually this is not always true. Of course, some are shy and reserved with strangers, but some are shy and reserved with everybody. Others are very extrovert and talk to anybody. This just proves that you shouldn't make generalizations about people!

But still, some generalizations are firmly fixed in our consciousness. Everybody knows that all Englishmen wear bowler hats, pinstripe suits and carry umbrellas. Scotsmen are mean, hate spending money and drink whisky all day long. Welshmen do nothing but play rugby and sing. And the Irish? Well, they only exist so that other British people can tell jokes about them.

Some generalizations are probably true. The British don't like answering questions about the details of their lives. You must never ask them how much money they earn, or how old they are. Only officials can ask questions like that; that is perhaps why the British don't really like officials.

One more thing British people share is a love of politeness. It's important to be polite in Britain, even to people you don't know. You can hear such words or phrases as "Please", "Thank you", "Sorry, love", "Excuse me" very often. They will also expect you to be polite in the way that is normal to them. Actually, their politeness isn't always real.

The British don't like people who shout loudly in the street or push their way through crowds with their elbows. Their habit of queering is amazing. At bus stops and cinemas, in shops, banks and in lots of other places you'll have to join the queue and wait patiently for your turn to be served. Queuing is as British as fish and chips.

The English are famous for their humour which is kind and tolerant. It's tolerant in that the victim of people's jokes, usually shares in the humour too. People seem to be able to laugh at themselves, their mistakes and their weaknesses. It's kind because it softens the harsh realities of life, such as frustrated ambitions, boredom, the sheer grind of working for a living, and the affect of the bureaucratic blunders on our lives. So, if one day English people seem to be laughing at you, and if you are not an arrogant, pompous or hateful person, then don't become offended, because they are laughing with you too, and in the laughter there is kindness, tolerance and generosity. But people don't laugh with the pompous, the arrogant, and the hateful - only at them. And this is an expression of a contempt for such people and what they represent. I find the upper class snobbish, and they make a big difference between themselves and the working class.

English people are very modest and they don’t like any boasting or showing off manners, dress or speech.

The English are a nation of stay-at-home. An Englishman’s home is his castle, but his dog is the real king. For the English keeping pets is not a leisure activity, but an entire way of life. Besides, English people are very fond of gardening. It is a typical hobby of every Englishman. 

The Englishman and the American
The American, though he dresses like an Englishman, and eats roast beef with a silver fork – or sometimes with a steel knife – as does an Englishman, is not like and Englishman in his mind, in his aspirations, in his tastes, or in his politics. In his mind he is quicker, more universally intelligent, more ambitious of general knowledge, less indulgent of stupidity and ignorance in others, harder, sharper, brighter with the surface brightness of steel, than is an Englishman; but he is more brittle, less enduring, less malleable, and I think less capable of impressions. The mind of the Englishman has more imagination, but that of the American more incision. The American is a great observer, but he observes things material rather than things social or picturesque. He is a constant and ready speculator, but all speculations, even which come of philosophy, are with him more or less material...

American  Character
American society seems to be much more informal than the British and, in some ways, is characterized by less social distinction. Students do not rise when a teacher enters the room. One does not always address a person by his title, such as «Major» or «General» or «Doctor» in the case of a holder of a Doctor of Philosophy degree. The respectful «Sir» is not always used in the northern and western parts of the country.

However, it is best to use a person's title when first meeting him/her, and then allow the person to tell you how he/she wishes to be called.

They use first names when calling each other, slap on the back, joke and are much freer in their speech, which is more slangy than the conversational British English. You will often hear the word «Hi» (a form of greeting among friends) used instead of the usual «Hello», and «Howdy» instead of «How do you do?»

Those who don't easily show these signs of friendship are called "snooty" or "snobbish". In contrast, people who show such simple signs of friendship, particularly to their own economic and social inferiors, are praised as «regular guys», or as «truly democratic». As a description of character, «democratic» is generally used to signify that a person of high social or economic status acts in such a way that his or her inferiors are not reminded of their inferiority.

Yet, in spite of all the informality, Americans, even in the way they address each other, show consciousness of social distinction. For example, one is likely to use somewhat more formal language when talking to superiors. While the informal «Hello» is an acceptable greeting from employee to employer, the employee is more apt to say «Hello, Mr. Ferguson», while the employer may reply «Hello, Jim».

Certain other forms of politeness are observed on social occasions. Women may wear hats in church, in restaurants, and often when attending luncheons in public places and other public social functions except those that take place in the evening. Men who do wear hats ordinary remove them in elevators, churches, restaurants, private homes; business offices – in fact, in most public situations when they wish to show respect.

Speaking about Americans we can tell that they are an open and friendly people. They are not reserved, more informal than the English in both their public and private lives. It is very typical of Americans to talk loudly, joke and smile in public. The most distinctive feature of an American character is individualism. Americans want to do things on their own and to be self-reliant. They are very pragmatic people and prefer to do only what is practical. 

LORD CREATED US CENTRIST

First of all, let us see what has been influencing the formation of the Belarusian national character. We'll start with the natural and climatic conditions.

There is a precise definition for our climate, "moderate". We have no beat or bitining frosts, no high temperature jumps in the summertime and winter. Lithuania is not far away from Belarus, but it is a maritime area, where land and sea meet, while the sea is quite different a life. They've got storms, winds and unpredictability there. And the characters there are different: austere and businesslike, they are formed by a transition from one element to the other. Sharp contrasts outside, inside and in the souls are not typical for Belarus.

Now to the landscape. Our rivers are flat, calm and not very deep. They are homely and dear. All the rest landscape features follow the same pattern. Hills, rather than mountains. Fields, rather than deserts and prairies. The Belarusian character has no sombreness and tense readiness for unexpected dangers. The nature of Belarus does not know storms or any cataclysms in general. Therefore, the Belarusians are trustful and on the whole optimistic, they never expect a misfortune.

The Belarusians are accustomed to work hard, so as to produce something on this soil, sand or clay, that is why they are patient and hardworking. "Uparty Belarus", or an "obstinate Belarusians" is a very precise definition. The environmental peculiarities require our universality. We must be able of doing much, if not everything. Diligence and university are the qualities that have been and still are helping us to survive. Moreover, the Belarusians are undemanding and modest. To a certain degree they are accustomed to poverty. A Belarusian does not need very much any external demonstrations, he is more oriented at internal work.

The Belarusian music, songs and folklore may also say a lot about the national character. They are merry, but no horrible Russian misery. The word "destiny" is often mentioned in our vocabulary, although the Belarusians can hardly be named fatalists. Due to his calm and reserve a Belarusian is more conservative and stable in his styles and ways of life.
English Food and Eating Habits
The English usually have four meals a day: breakfast, dinner (lunch), tea (five o’clock) and supper (dinner). Some people have dinner at one o’clock and some have dinner in the evening (instead of supper) and the midday meal is the called lunch. The traditional English breakfast is a meal of bacon and eggs, hot buttered toast or bread or rolls, marmalade or jam, tea or coffee. In Scotland and northern parts of England people sometimes have a plate of porridge or cornflakes for breakfast.

The second meal (lunch or dinner) is served at one o’clock. It consists of two courses if it is lunch and three courses if it is dinner. First comes soup (sometimes juice or a piece of melon). The second course is a meat or fish course. Beefsteak is the most popular meat dish. It is usually accompanied by roast potatoes or potatoes done in their jackets, a second vegetable (probably cabbage or carrots) and Yorkshire pudding.

Then comes a sweet. Apple pie (with hot custard) is a favourite sweet. There are various types of pudding. Lunch is very similar to dinner but it is a lighter meal and a rule people do not have soup lunch.

The next meal is five o’clock tea. In families it is served at half past four or five o’clock. Sometimes people may have some sandwiches or biscuits with five o’clock tea but generally very little food. Tea is taken with milk. Tea with lemon is called Russian tae and is served only in some cafes and restaurants. Guests are often invited to fives o’clock tea. The hostess welcomes them at the door and invites them to the drawing-room where tea is served. Then she brings in the tea-service (cups, saucers, plates, a tea-pot, a sugar bowl) on a tea wagon (tea-trolley) or on a tray. The tea-party usually lasts not more than a hour.

The most known and popular food in Britain is fish and chips which anyone can get in cafes and restaurants or in special Fish and Chips shops open at certain times of day (from 12 till 3 p. m. and from 7. 30 till 11 p. m.).

When you come in and ask for fish and chips, the shop-assistant puts chips into a paper bag, puts a piece of fish on the top, sprinkles everything with salt and vinegar and then wraps everything in an old newspaper to keep them warm.

Although the English people do not eat out as much as other Europeans do, there are many kinds of restaurants in England. Some of them are traditional restaurants where a waiter serves customers, and others are self-service restaurants.

There are small restaurants and cafes, which are very popular and crowded, especially during the lunch-hour, but it is getting more and more expensive to have meals there.

At self-service cafeterias a customer serves himself, and he can get a meal more quickly and less expensively there than in other types of restaurants. But the most popular place “for a drink and a chat” has been and still is the famous English pub with its cozy and friendly atmosphere. People go to pubs not only for some beer or whisky, but to meet their friends and they often spend the whole evening there till closing time.

MEALS IN BRITAIN

Pre-reading

I What do you know about British food and drink?

a
Name one popular British dish ............................................................. .

b
Name one popular British drink ............................................................ .

с
Name one popular British snack............................................................ .

Now read and 
The Health Education Authority asked a number of people in Britain what sort of meals and snacks they eat regularly. Here are the most common replies to the survey.

BREAKFAST

The most popular choices are: a bowl of cornflakes and a cup of tea, a bowl of muesli and fresh orange juice, a piece of toast with marmalade, a yoghurt and fresh fruit with black coffee or tea.

The traditional British breakfast is a cooked meal of bacon, eggs and sausages, preceded by cereal or fruit and followed by toast. Nowadays, this large meal is served mainly in hotels and is very popular with foreign visitors. Britons may eat this big breakfast at weekends or on special occasions but prefer smaller, healthier meal to start a normal day.

SNACKS AND LUNCHES

Lunch is a light meal and is eaten at school or work. Lunch takes 30-40 minutes. Some offices have installed a microwave oven for employees to use. Popular lunches are: a salad or a sandwich, a baked potato, beans on toast.

Snacks are very popular in Britain and many people frequently eat snacks between meals. Schools and workplaces may also sell snacks such as crisps, chocolate, sweets and biscuits. Instant snacks are the fastest-growing sector of the food market; 5.5 million packets of crisps are sold every year. British kids eat more sweets than any other nationality. Biscuits, chocolates and sweets worth more than £5 billion were sold in Britain in 1990.

DINNER AND TAKE-AWAYS

Dinner is usually the main meal of the day and consists of two courses - meat or fish and vegetables followed by a dessert or pudding. Pre-packed or pre-cooked convenience foods are especially popular. £3,000 million of frozen foods are sold in an average year. Sixty per cent of British homes use a microwave oven for cooking.

In recent years, foreign foods have become a regular part of the British diet. Indian, Italian and Chinese dishes are particularly popular for evening meals. Most supermarkets sell a range of pre-packed meals to be heated in the microwave.

Take-aways became extremely popular in the 1980s. The traditional British take-away is fish and chips eaten with salt and vinegar and served in an old newspaper. Most towns and cities now offer a wide range of take-away meals, from American-style hamburgers to Turkish kebabs. Many families prefer to eat take-away food for dinner instead of cooking, and it is not unknown for people to buy a take-away after a visit to the pub or after a night out - in addition to dinner!

The British are famous for their love of sweet things, and afternoon tea with sandwiches, scones, jam and several different kinds of cake was once a traditional custom. Like the English cooked breakfast, it is now more often found in teashops and hotels than in private homes, and you can buy special guidebooks to tell you where the best afternoon teas are served. Most working people do not have tea as an afternoon meal, but they do have a short break in the middle of the afternoon for a cup of tea. Tea is often also drunk with lunch and dinner.

Reading comprehension

2 Are the following statements true or FALSE according to the text?

a
Most people have a large breakfast.

b
Lunch is a light meal.

с
Dinner is smaller than lunch.

d
Frozen food is not popular.

e
Everything stops at teatime.

f
Tea is a drink and a meal.

Writing

3 Write a paragraph describing the meals and typical food in your country.

At the Restaurant

Once after the lessons I invited my friend to have dinner at the … restaurant in … street.

We came into the restaurant, took our seats at the table near the window and ordered cocktails.

The place looked nice and clean. The china soup-plates and dinner plates were laid before each of us. The knives and the spoons were put on the right hand side and the forks on the left. The wine-glasses were on the right, and the salt-cellar, the pepper-box and the mustard-pot were in the middle of the table. A small crystal vase with flowers was on the table too. The table-cloth was white and fresh, the napkins were very beautiful.

The waiter came up, greeted us and asked if we were ready to order then. We looked through all dishes on the menu. The menu was very rich. The waiter recommended me to take mushroom soup for the first course, roast beef with fried potatoes for the second course. And my friend as he was pretty hungry started with chicken soup. For the second course he ordered a steak with green salad. The waiter brought us a bottle of red wine. Then we ordered dessert. There was a choice of fruit or ice-cream. And we finished with black coffee. Then we asked the waiter to bring us the bill. We paid it and left some tip for the waiter.
Vocabulary

a waiter




официант
а china soup-plate



фарфоровая суповая тарелка

а dinner plate



тарелка под второе блюдо

to lay 
the table



накрывать на стол
a knife (knives)



нож, ножи
a spoon




ложка
on the right (left) hand side

с правой(левой) стороны
a salt-cellar




солонка
а pepper-box



перечница

а mustard-pot



горчичница

а table-cloth




скатерть
а napkin




салфетка

to greet




приветствовать

а dish





блюдо

mushroom soup



грибной суп
for the first course



на первое (блюдо)

fried potatoes



жареный картофель

hungry




голодный

the bill




счет

tip





чаевые
TYPES of RESTAURANTS

There are eight different types of places where people can eat and drink. They are luxurious restaurants, formal luxury restaurants, informal restaurants serving national dishes, coffee-shops, snack-bars, fast-food restaurants, bars and night clubs.

At the very luxurious restaurants dinner is a la carte. Such restaurants are usually famous for their haute cuisine. They have a sophisticated atmosphere. Their service is impeccable.

At the formal luxury restaurants the surroundings are elegant and the cuisine is superb. They are appropriate for business lunches and romantic dinners.

The informal national restaurants serve typical local dishes. They offer a lot of home-made dishes. They make bread and pasta themselves. These restaurants have two sorts of dinner menu: a la carte and a three-course fixed price menu. The atmosphere is cosy and relaxed and the meals are reasonably priced there.

At the coffee-shops the surroundings are modest and the atmosphere is friendly. The customers can have quick snacks with drinks there. These places serve sandwiches, salads, cakes and beverages. They may offer table service, counter service or self-service.

The snack-bars have a very relaxed atmosphere and very modest surroundings. They offer self-catering as a rule. The customers can have some snack with their drink.

The fast-food restaurants offer a very quick counter service. The choice of food and drinks is fixed but limited. Such places provide a drive-in and take-out service.

The bars offer different kinds of drinks, mixed drinks, beer, juices, soda. They can also serve nuts and crisp biscuits to go with the drinks.

At the night clubs the customers can have excellent wine and delicious dishes and dance to a band. Such places have a floor show. The customers can gamble if they like. They are very expensive but provide overnight catering and entertainment until 4 a.m. as a rule.

Comprehension questions
1. What are the eight different types of places where people can eat and drink?

2. What kind of places are the very luxurious and the formal lux​ury restaurants?

3. What kind of places are the informal national restaurants?

4. What kind of places are the coffee-shops and the snack-bars?

5. What kind of places are the fast-food restaurants?

6. What kind of places are the bars?

7. What kind of places are the night clubs?

CULTURES AND TRADITIONS. EATING HABITS
Pubs are popular places in Britain. If you have been invited to the pub then your friend will buy your first drink. If you want to go on drinking then he or she will probably expect you to buy the next 'round' of drinks, and it's worth knowing this custom. It's very common for a group of people to take it in turns to buy all the drinks and that can be quite expensive. If that is the custom your friends are following then, unfortunately, you must follow it too. If you really have just arrived from another country they may excuse you. You can buy non-alcoholic drinks in a pub ... but you are still expected to pay your round.
The British are happy to have a business lunch and discuss business matters with a drink during the meal. The Japanese prefer not to work while eating: lunch is a time to relax and get to know one another, and they rarely drink at lunchtime. The Germans like to talk business before dinner. The French like to eat first and talk afterwards: they have to be well fed and watered before they discuss anything.

Eating seems to be the most popular pastime in Hong Kong. Actually more than 1.5 million people eat out every day in Hong Kong, the highest percentage in the world. Restaurants in Hong Kong are rated very high on a worldwide scale, with the cuisines of Canton, Peking, Szechuan, Shanghai, Chiu Chau, Hakka, and Hunan represented in over 6,000 eateries. Most of them are filled every night and for weekend breakfasts and lunches with multigenerational Chinese families who dine out together as well as live together. Instead of grandparents baby-sitting while Mom and Dad go out to dinner, grandparents and children go along too, as well as great-grandparents and, judging from the size of the groups at the tables, every other relative as well.

In the East or the Middle East you must never use the left hand for greeting, eating, drinking, giving presents, or touching someone, as it is considered 'impure'. The prejudice against 'impurity' is very strong. I In conformity with ancient and still very strong religious traditions and beliefs, Hindus won't touch beef, Moslems feel the same about pork. Vegeterians eat neither meat, fish, nor eggs. Vegeterianism is a theory or practice of living solely upon vegetables, fruits, grains, and nuts, generally for ethical, ascetic, or nutritional reasons. Meat, fowl, and fish are excluded from all vegetarian diets, but some vege​tarians use milk and milk products; those in the modern West usually eat eggs also, but most vegetarians in India exclude them, as did those in the classical Mediterranean lands. Vegetarians who exclude animal products altogether have taken the name vegans, and those who use milk products are sometimes called lactovegetarians. Among some agricultural peoples the eating of flesh has been infrequent except among the privileged classes; such people have rather misleadingly been called vegetarians.

It would be useful and interesting but very difficult or nearly impossible to list hundreds of societies and their customs to get a complete and detailed picture of their food customs and laws.

EATING OUT

Many housewives in Britain have nice kitchens in their apartments. But they have neither time nor desire to cook. They often buy ready-made food at the supermarkets or go to restaurants.

A very popular pastime is eating out in a restaurant. In most towns there is a wide variety of restaurants serving different types of food at different prices. Most British towns now have Chinese or Indian restaurants which serve quite cheap food; Italian restaurants are also popular and French restaurants are famous for high quality expensive cooking. 

When you have looked at the menu and chosen what you want to eat, the waiter will come and take your order. Normally, you tell him what you want for the first two courses. He will take your order for dessert and coffee later.
In some places you can dance to disco music between the courses of your meal. "Dine and dance" is offered by the restaurants of large hotels and clubs.
While having your drink or a meal you may enjoy a cabaret. This can be any kind of show: music, singing, dancing, or people telling stories and jokes.
When you finish eating, ask the waiter to bring you the bill. In most restaurants a service charge (10-15 %) is added into the total sum that's why it's not necessary to give the waiter a tip.
According to the restaurant etiquette you don't shout "Waiter!" loudly across the room if you want to call him. You raise your hand and try to catch the waiter's eyes without shouting or waving your arms. It's not easy to get the waiter's attention, but it's much more polite than shouting – which would make you very unpopular.
As well as restaurants most towns have a number of bars and cafes where you can get sandwiches and other snacks. There are also hamburger restaurants specialising in cheap meals – especially hamburgers. Many pubs now have restaurants or grill rooms too. In some you can get a full range of dishes, in others the choice is more limited.
A fairly recent development is the growth of take-away restaurants. Here you can buy cooked meals to take home. Fish and chip shops have been and are still very popular. You can have some meal there (fish, but sometimes chicken or sausage too) or take it away to be eaten somewhere outside. Now there are take away Chinese and Indian restaurants in many towns and special take-away serving fried chicken are also popular. Your order is packed in special containers particularly because you don't have to pay V.A.T. on it.
American Food
Americans have a wider assortment of foods to choose from than consumers in any other country. Meats, fish, fruits, vegetables, nuts, cereals from various parts of the nation are available throughout the country during any season of the year. Frequently, the problem for the consumer is not the lack of variety of brands of food, but rather the bewildering assortment from which one must choose. In addition, the consumer can choose from foods that are fresh, frozen, canned and cooked or uncooked. Currently, virtually all food stores have available a wide array of frozen foods especially prepared to be heated or cooked in a microwave oven.

The microwave oven has revolutionized the home preparation of meals. It, along with the supermarket, where virtually any kind of foods are available, make the preparation of food the most time-efficient in the world. A family can make only one trip a week to the supermarket to purchase its food needs for an entire week. Before the turn of the century Americans will have access to computer-based shopping enabling them to make their buying decisions at home and picking up their purchases at the store or having them delivered to their homes.

Since the 1950s fast-food and take-out restaurants have had a phenomenal proliferation, first in the US, and more recently throughout the world. The first fast- food chains like McDonalds, Burger King, Arby's and Wendy's which offer sandwiches, hamburgers, French-fried potatoes, hot dogs, pizzas, pancakes, chili and fried chicken, have been joined by other chains some of which offer Mexican, Chinese and other ethnic foods. The cost of the food in such restaurants is frequently cheaper than if one were to prepare similar food in one's kitchen. Consequently, an entire family may frequently go to eat at fast food places for convenience and economy.

A more recent development in the American food industry has been the demand for healthier foods. The food industry has made available a wide variety of low-fat dairy and meat products. Animals are now being scientifically bred to produce lean meat. Even low fat cheeses and ice creams are being produced. Vegetable, fruit and cereal consumption are increasing. A second demand is for foods grown and produced free of fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides. This has led to the development of an "organic food" industry. Of course, the cost of organic foods is substantially higher than for nonorganic food. The market for organic food has nevertheless been expanding.

Belarusian Cuisine

Modern Belarusian cookery is based on old national traditions which have undergone a long historical evolution. But the main methods of traditional Belarusian cuisine are carefully kept by the people.

Common in Belarusian cuisine were dishes from potato which is called among people “the second bread”. The Belarusians bring fame to their beloved potato in their verses, songs, dances. There are special potato cafes in the republic where you can try various potato dishes. Potato is included into many salads, it is served together with mushrooms and meat; different pirozhki (patties) and baked puddings are made from it. The most popular among the Belarusians are traditional draniki – thick pancakes prepared from shredded potatoes. A wide spread of potato dishes in Belarusian cuisine can be explained by natural climatic conditions of Belarus which are propitious for growing highly starched and tasty sorts of potatoes.

A lot of place in the diet of the Belarusians belongs to meat and meat products, especially to the pork and salted pork fat. One of the proverbs says, “There is no fish more tasty than tench, as well as there is no meat better than pork”. The salted pork fat is used slightly smoked and seasoned with onions and garlic. Pyachisto is one of the traditional holiday dishes. This is a boiled, stewed or roasted sucking pig, fowl or large chucks of pork or beef. Dishes prepared from meat are usually served together with potatoes or vegetables such as carrots, cabbage, black radish, peas, etc. It is characteristic that many vegetable and meat dishes are prepared in special stoneware pots.

Among dishes from fish the Belarusians prefer yushka, galki and also baked or boiled river fish without special seasonings. In general, what concerns the most common seasonings such as onions, garlic, parsley, dill, caraway seeds, pepper, they are used very moderately in Belarusian cookery.

Of four dishes the most popular is zatirka. Pieces of specially prepared dough are boiled in water and then poured over with milk or garnished with salted pork fat.

Medovukha, berezovik, kvass, beer are traditional Belarusian drinks.

SHOPPING
When we want to buy something, we go to a shop. There are many kinds of shops in every town or city, but most of them have a food supermarket, a department store, men's and women's clothing stores, a grocery, a bakery and a butchery.
I like to do my shopping at big department stores and supermarkets. They sell various goods under one roof and this is very convenient.
A department store, for example, true to its name, is composed of many departments: ready-made clothes, fabrics, shoes, sports goods, toys, china and glass, electric appliances, cosmetics, linen, curtains, cameras, records, etc. You can buy everything you like there. There are also escalators in big stores which take customers to different floors.
The things for sale are on the counters so that they can be easily seen. In the women's clothing department you can find dresses, costumes, blouses, skirts, coats, beautiful underwear and many other things.
In the men's clothing department you can choose suits, trousers, overcoats, ties, etc. In the knitwear department one can buy sweaters, cardigans, short-sleeved and long-sleeved pullovers, woolen jackets. In the perfumery they sell face cream and powder, lipstick, lotions and shampoos.
In a food supermarket we can also buy many different things at once: sausages, fish, sugar, macaroni, flour, cereals, tea. At the butcher's there is a wide choice of meat and poultry. At the bakery you buy brown and white bread, rolls, biscuits.
Another shop we frequently go to is the greengrocery which is stocked with cabbage, potatoes, onions, cucumbers, carrots, beetroots, green peas and what not. Everything is sold here ready-weighed and packed. If you call round at a dairy you can buy milk, cream, cheese, butter and many other products.
The method of shopping may vary. It may be a self-service shop where the customer goes from counter to counter selecting and putting into a basket what he wishes to buy. Then he takes the basket to the check-out counter, where the prices of the purchases are added up. If it is not a self-service shop, and most small shops are not, the shop-assistant helps the customer in finding what he wants. You pay money to the cashier and he gives you back the change.
Тематический словарь
	shop, n

	магазин

	wear, v

	носить


	self -service shop

	магазин самооб-

	cheap, a

	дешевый


	
	служивания

	expensive, a

	дорогой


	shop-assistant, n

	продавец

	suit, n

	костюм (мужской)


	shop window, n

	витрина

	trousers, n

	брюки


	do shopping

	делать покупки

	sweater, n

	свитер


	department store

	универсальный

	pullover, n

	

	
	Магазин

	jacket, n

	пуловер жакет


	supermarket, n

	большой магазин

	perfumery, n

	парфюмерия


	
	самообслуживания

	face cream

	крем для лица


	grocery, n

	бакалея

	powder, n

	пудра


	
	овощной магазин

	lipstick, n

	губная помада


	greengrocery, n

	
	
	

	bakery, n

	булочная

	lotion, n

	лосьон


	butchery, n

	мясная лавка

	shampoo, n

	шампунь


	sell, v

	продавать

	products, n

	продукты пита-


	to be on sale

	быть в продаже

	
	ния


	buy, v

	покупать

	sausage, n

	колбаса


	pay, v

	платить

	fish, n

	рыба


	clothes, n

	одежда

	meat, n

	МЯСО


	foot-wear, n

	обувь

	poultry, n

	птица


	shoes, n

	ботинки, туфли

	sugar, n

	сахар


	toy, n

	игрушка

	macaroni, n

	макаронные



	china, n

	фарфоровая посуда

	
	изделия


	appliance, n

	прибор, приспособ-

	cereals, n

	крупы


	
	ление

	bread, n

	хлеб


	knit-wear, n

	трикотаж

	roll, n

	булочка


	linen, n

	белье

	biscuits, n

	печенье


	fabrics, n

	ткани

	milk, n

	молоко


	camera, n

	фотоаппарат

	cream, n

	сливки


	dress, n

	платье

	sour cream, n

	сметана


	costume, n

	костюм (женский)

	cheese, n

	сыр


	blouse, n

	блузка

	butter, n

	масло


	skirt, n

	юбка

	customer, n

	покупатель


	underwear, n

	нижнее белье

	serve, v

	обслуживать


	coat, n

	пальто

	counter, n

	прилавок


	raincoat, n

	плащ

	cashier, n

	кассир


	try on, v

	примерять

	cash-desk, n

	касса


	fitting-room, n

	примерочная

	purchase, n

	покупка


	suit, v

	быть к лицу

	change, n

	сдача


	fit, v

	подходить (по раз-

	price, n

	цена


	
	меру)

	basket, n

	корзина



Речевые фразы
How much is this dress?
Сколько стоит это платье?
What's the price of this dress?
It costs ... roubles.
Оно стоит ... рублей.
I would like to buy ...
Я хочу купить ...
What floor are the suits on?      Где продают костюмы?
Where can I buy ...
Где можно купить ...
It suits me.
Это меня устраивает (мне
подходит).
I take it.
Я покупаю это.
At the Supermarket
shop window

витрина

shop-anistant

продавец

groсery: 






butchery:
cereals

          крупы



meat

мясо
macaroni

макароны



liver

печень

flour


мука




fat

жир

tea


чай




poultry
птица (продукт)

caffee


кофе




chicken
цыпленок

cocoa


какао




turkey
индейка

solt


соль




egg

яйцо

oil


масло




rubbet
кролик

spices


специи



flesh

мясо

pasta (pa:sta) 
макаронные изделия

         fillet

вырезка

greengrocery: 




fruit:
greens
зелень



apricot
абрикос

vegetables
овощи
`


pineapple
ананас

cucumber
огурец



orange
апельсин

lettuce
салат




mandarin
мандарин

celery

сельдерей



watermelon
арбуз

dill

укроп




melon

дыня

egg-plant
баклажан



banana
банан

pepper
паприка



grape

виноград

tomatoes
помидоры



cherry
вишня

potatoes
картофель



pomegranatе
гранат

cabbage
капуста



grapefruit
грейпфрут

oniou

лук




pear

груша

garlic

чеснок



plum

слива,изюм

beetroot
свекла



gooseberry
крыжовник
green pea
зеленый горошек


peach

персик

bean

бобы




currant
смородина
fish & seaproducts:



 bakery:
halibut
палтус



bread(brown, white) хлеб

herring
сельдь



roll, bun
булочка, рулет

pike-perch
судак




biscuit
печенье

plaice

камбала



croissant
круасан

salmon
лосось



fruit-cake
кекс
shellfish
устрица,краб


pastry

пирожное

shrimp
креветка



cake

торт,пирожное

sturgeon
осетр




confectionery:

tuna

тунец




sweets
конфеты
caviare
икра




candies
конфеты (амер.)








chocolate bars
шок-я плитка
dairy:






sausages:

milk

молоко



ham

ветчина

cream milk
сливки



salami
салями

sour-cream
сливки 48%



hot dog
сосиски

singl-cream
сливки 18%

cheеse
сыр

butter

масло

curd

творог

cottage
творог

pot

творог

joghurt
кефир

At the Department Store

Ready-made cloths:

women's-made clothing



men's clothing

dress


платье


suit

костюм

costume

костюм


trouser
брюки

blouse

блузка


overcoat
пальто

coat


пиджак,пальто

tie

галстук

rain-coat

плащ



jeans

джинсы

underwear

нижнее белье

shirt

рубашка

skirt


юбка



T-shirt
тениска
cardigan

вязаное пальто

sweater
свитер
woolen jacket
шерстяной жакет

pullover
пуловер
fabrics





shoes

cotton


хлопок


shoes

обувь

silk


шелк



boots

ботинки

wool


шерсть


high boots
сапоги

knitwear

трикотаж


sandals
босоножки
velvet


бархат


leather
кожа

velvet teen

вельвет

tweed


твид

curtains

шторы (ткань)

cosmetics





haberdashery
галантерея

perfume

духи



necktie  галстук, шейный пл-к
cologne water
одеколон


gloves

перчатки
a compact

пудра



umbrella

зонтик

lipstick

помада


panty hose

колготки

hairspray

лак для волос

socks


носки

mascara

тушь



eye glasses

очки

shadow

тени



purse


кошелек

perfumed soap
мыло



bag


сумка

deodorant

дезодорант


stockings

чулки








scarf


шарф

furs-меха





hat


шляпа

fur coat

шуба



handkerchief
носовой пл-к

fur lined

дубленка


suit-case

чемодан

jewellery, jewelry

bracelet

браслет


earring

серьги
brooch

брошь


chain


цепочка

pearls


жемчуг


watch


часы(нар-е)

gold, silver

золото,серебро

clock


часы(нас-е)

necklace

ожерелье

ring


кольцо

stationary—канцтовары

sport goods—спорттовары

toys—игрушки

china & glass—фарфор и стекло

electric appliances—бытовая техника

bed linen—постельное белье

kitchen linen—столовое белье
Health service in Great Britain

If an Englishman says that he is ill, it means that he has an illness or is unwell. If he says that he is sick, it means that he feels so terrible that he can vomit.

If a person is absent from work because of illness, he is said to be on sick- list. The damp English climate can lead to catching a cold or a sore throat.

People consult doctors if they have a cough, a temperature, a headache or insomnia. The doctor usually examines the patient and prescribes some treatment, pills, tablets or some other medicine, which they can buy at the chemist’s .In emergencies people in GB, call police, fire or ambulance on 999. In many countries people have to pay to see the doctor, pay to the hospital and pay fоr all medicines.

In Britain, anyone who is ill can receive treatment free or at a small fraction of the real cost. Treatment is given by the National Health Service. The NHS was introduced in GB in 1948. It provides free medical treatment. Everyone who is in work and their employer have to pay a sum which goes to pay for the services provided by the NHS. However it is still possible to get private medical treatment which is chargeable. A large number of people have some sort of private medical insurance. If people are ill, the insurance company gives them money to pay for private treatment.

Health service in the Republic of Belarus
Organization and management

According to the Law On Health Protection of the Republic of Belarus, state policy on health protection is based on the following principles:

· free and accessible medical care;

· health protection directed towards disease prevention; priority for medical care to mothers and children;

· and responsibility for citizens' health rests with state bodies as well as employers.

The Parliament formulates health protection policy, determines strategies for health protection, approves national medical programs, monitors observance of health protection laws and approves the state budget for health protection of the population.

The President and the Cabinet of Ministers plan and approve programs for health protection and medical science development, including programs for eliminating the negative consequences of the Chernobyl nuclear plant catastrophe, pharmaceutical education and scientists training; develop national plans; plan and approve medicine and medical equipment production programs; provide sanitary protection for the territory, sanitary and epidemiological protection for the population, and protection from radiation.

The Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus directly governs the work in this sector. It manages the professional activities of all the bodies, organizations, institutions and enterprises of health protection, irrespective of their ownership or of the ministry they belong to, and also the activities of private medical and pharmacy workers; organizes and controls professional training of medical and pharmaceutical workers and coordinates research in the field of health protection; and approves sanitary hygienic and sanitary epidemiological norms and standards and sets rules for their enforcement.

Local bodies are responsible for the health of citizens living in their territory. They provide financing for the health protection agencies they control; carry out sanitary hygienic and sanitary epidemiological actions, undertake measures for protecting against radiation in production activities in state bodies, enterprises, institutions, organizations and public unions; are responsible for the development and material and technical efficiency of the health protection institutions under their authority; approve of and finance regional medical programs; and license certain kinds of medical and pharmaceutical activities.

Financing of health services

Financing for state health protection services is based on per capita expenditures for health protection. The part of the expenses to be spent annually for this purpose is set by the Law On the State Budget of the Republic of Belarus, but should not be less than 10% of the national income.

Over the last 5 years, financing of health care has accounted for between 4.8% and 5.3% of national income, due to the decline in national income as a result of the worsening economic situation in the country. These funds cover no more than 50 % of demand.

Sources of financial contributions to health protection include:

* state budget funds; non-budgetary funds of local Soviets of Deputies; donations from enterprises, institutions, organizations, public unions and individuals; donations from foreign citizens and persons without citizenship; compensation from legal suits won by health protection bodies brought against enterprises, institutions and organizations to reimburse costs of restoring health following accidents and violations of technical procedures which caused loss of health in citizens; and payment for medical services not financed by state health protection programs or medical insurance funds.

Institutions of health protection can also be financed by organizations that deal in medical insurance.

In 1994, 11.6 % of total budgetary expenditures were allocated to health care (7.5% in 1990 and 11.3% in 1993). Of that sum, 14% was allocated for buying medicine and dressings, 14 % for purchasing equipment, 24 % for salaries of institutional workers, 6 % for meals in medical institutions and 5 % for construction and repair of buildings.

This amount is not enough however. Reduced availability of material resources and maintenance of equipment, as well as lack of modern diagnostic and treatment equipment can be observed in health care institutions. Availability of medicine is an acute problem for the Republic. There is some local producti​on of Pharmaceuticals, but the reagents must be imported and paid for with scarce foreign currency supplies. There is no local production of vaccines, which again must be purchased with scarce hard currency. Serious consideration is being given to developing a pharmaceutical industry within Belarus, and a state program for developing this industry, by the year 2000, is being worked out. With the development of a market economy, private medicine is beginning to develop.

The package of services offered is growing, including those of non-traditional medicine, but private medicine is still not widely practised.

Access to services

Health care in the Republic of Belarus is characterized by a high availability of medical personnel and hospital beds. In January 1995, there were 44,600 doctors (43.3 per 10,000 of the population) and 117,600 professional medical workers such as nurses and technologists/technicians (114.2 per 10,000 of the population). General practitioners account for 26 % of the total medical personnel, paediatricians for 11%, surgeons for 12%, dentists for 8 % and obstetrician/gynaecologists for 5 %. There are 128,500 hospital beds (125.4 per 10,000 of the population).

A well-developed network of treatment and preventive care institutions provides medical assistance (871 hospitals, including 428 in rural areas, and 1579 out-patient and polyclinic institutions, including 789 in rural areas). There are 204 ambu​lance stations. In rural areas, 2960 doctor's assistants and midwifery centres offer assistance to the population living in a 7 to 8 km radius. Doctors of out-patient and district hospitals offer assistance within 10 to 12 km.

At the same time, the system lacks horizontal integration which leads to a fragmentation of individuals' health problems among several specialists.

For example, during the course of having a baby, a woman will see one specialist (obstetrician/gynaecologist) during and after pregnancy (or several if she has health problems) and will be attended by different specialist (s) at the time of delivery.

There is also a strong emphasis on curative and institution-based care, with little attention to Primary Health Care. Some 80 % of sick children begin and end their treatment in poly clinics.

Access to highly-qualified and specialized medical assistance for the population in rural areas was reduced in 1993-94, due to a considerable reduction in public transportation necessitated by the economic situation.

The state health care system includes health care institutions under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Health (92 % of doctors work in these) as well as health care services belonging to the Ministries of Defence and Internal Affairs and to the Belarusian Railways.
I. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following Russian words and expressions.

Государственная политика, бесплатное медицинское обслуживание, предупреждение заболеваний, развитие медицинской науки, отрицательные последствия, защита от радиации, руководить работой, координировать исследования, в сфере здравоохранения, местные органы власти, материальная и техническая эффективность, лицензировать медицинскую и фармацевтическую деятельность, национальный доход, ухудшившаяся экономическая ситуация, восстановление здоровья, потеря здоровья, медицинские услуги, медицинское страхование, недостаток современного диагностического оборудования, острая проблема, недостаточные валютные средства, фармацевтическая промышленность, рыночная экономика, частная медицина, нетрадиционная медицина, медицинский персонал, хорошо развитая сеть, станции скорой помощи/амбулаторные станции, акушерские центры, юрисдикция Министерства здравоохранения.

II. Make up word combinations and translate them into Russian.

	Health
	Medical programs

	Disease
	insurance

	Undertake
	protection

	Finance
	medicine

	Donations
	measures

	Medical
	from enterprises

	Foreign
	prevention

	Non-traditional
	currency

	Hospital
	station

	Ambulance
	beds

	Midwifery 
	centre


III. Make sure you know all the words in the box. Then match the words in the box with their definitions.

	Pregnancy,    care,    donation,    dentist,    health,    nurse,    budget,    suit,    vaccine,    medicine,    insurance,    prevention


1. the condition of your body; a state in which you are fit and well

2. the act of providing what a person needs to keep them healthy, or to make them well after they have been ill

3. action that prevents something from happening

4. a plan showing how much money a person or organization has available and how it should be spent

5. an amount of money given to charity or other organization

6. a legal action taken by one person against another person

7. an agreement in which you pay a fixed amount of money to a company, usually each year. Then, you become ill or if your property is damaged or stolen, the company pays you a sum of money

8. a substance containing the germs that cause a disease which is given to people to prevent them getting the disease

9. the treatment of illness and injuries by doctors and nurses

10. a person whose job is to care for people who are ill

11. the condition of being pregnant, or the period of time during which a female is pregnant

12. a person qualified to treat people’s teeth

IV. Fill in the blanks with proper prepositions where necessary.

1. According … the Law … Health Protection … the Republic … Belarus, state policy … health protection is based … several principles. 

2. The Ministry … Health … the Republic … Belarus directly governs the work … this sector. 

3. Local bodies are responsible … the health …citizens living … their territory.

4. Financing … state health protection services is based … per capita expenditures … health protection.

5.  The part … the expenses to be spent annually … this purpose is set … the Law … the State Budget … the Republic … Belarus.

6. Sources … financial contributions … health protection include compensation … legal suits won … health protection bodies brought against enterprises, institutions and organizations.

7. Institutions … health protection can also be financed … organizations that deal … medical insurance.

8. There is some local producti​on … Pharmaceuticals, but the reagents must be imported and paid … … scarce foreign currency supplies.

9. … the development … a market economy, private medicine is … beginning to develop.

10. There is also a strong emphasis … curative and institution-based care, … little attention … Primary Health Care.

HOTEL FACILITIES

Word study

Match the hotel guidebook symbols opposite with the facilities listed below. A few have been done for you.

tennis

telephone in bedrooms

parking

conferences

central heating

TV in bedrooms

foreign language spoken

facilities for disabled

morning coffee/snacks

bar

mini-bar in bedrooms 

swimming-pool

fishing

special Christmas arrangements

recreation/games room

laundry/valet service 

four-poster bed

building of historic interest

children welcomed

solarium

night porter

dogs allowed

golf-course (9 holes)

golf-course (18 holes)

air-conditioning
Key to Symbols
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Banquets
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Hotel in rural setting
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Advance booking recommended
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Travel agent’s commission
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Family rooms
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Reading

1. Read the description of a 'Classic Room' at the Copthorne Таrа Hotel in London and make a list of all the facilities and furniture in the room.

Far from being places used only for sleeping — and yes, the beds are exceptionally comfortable — our Classic Rooms make waking hours fly. With their subtle colours and lime-oak furnishings, they're light, spacious, and charming; ideal for working (there's a large, business-like desk) or relaxing (there's satellite TV with three interna​tional channels; a radio, a computerized mini-bar; facilities for making your own tea and coffee; two extremely restful armchairs...).

A bedside panel gives remote control of lighting, TV, radio, and signs for 'Make Up Room' and 'Do Not Disturb'.
A trouser-press, iron, and board keep creases razor sharp or invisible as required. An air-and-temperature control system ensures an atmosphere perfect for individual requirements.

This level of thoughtful comfort extends into beautifully designed bathrooms with basins, showers, and baths.

And if visitors want anything else, they can always dial room service 24 hours a day.
2. What adjectives are used to describe:

a the room as a whole?

b the bed?

с the desk?

d the armchairs?

e the bathroom?

Make a list of alternative adjectives that could be used to describe each of these.

Speaking

Prepare a description in note form of one of the two remaining rooms described in 5 Listening. Your partner should prepare the other. Practise giving the information in pairs. First, one of you is the receptionist and the other a caller. The receptionist must try to be persuasive and interested. Then change roles.

Word study

Many guests have special needs. What extra facilities would the following people require or find useful? Match with the column on the right.

	1. a person in a wheelchair
	a. organized games and activities

	2. an elderly person
	b. nappy-changing facilities in toilets

	3. a family with a baby
	c. a resident nurse

	4. a family with young children
	d. push-chairs

	5. a blind person
	e. special wide doors

	
	f. a courtesy bus to the town centre

	
	g. ramps at all stairs

	
	h. a playground and/or play-room

	
	i. hoists in bedrooms

	
	j. lifts to all floors

	
	k. notices in Braille

	
	l. a low-level front desk


Reading

1. The text which follows includes measurements in feet and inches, which are still used to talk about people's height in some English-speaking countries. However, it is easy to calculate the equivalent height in metres.

1 foot (')
= 30cm



1 inch (") = 2.5cm

5 feet

= 5x30cm = 1.5m

6 inches   = 6х 2.5cm = 15cm

So five feet six (5' 6") = 1.5m+ 15cm, which is 1.65m.

2. What problems do tall people face in hotels? Make a list, then read the text below to check if your ideas are included. What other problems are mentioned in the text?

Tall Story
While small may be beautiful, tall is just plain uncomfortable it seems, particularly when it comes to staying in hotels and eating in restaurants.
The Tall Persons Club Great Britain, which was formed six months ago to campaign for the needs of the tall, has turned its attention to hotels and restaurants. Beds that are too small, shower heads that are too low, and restaurant tables with scarcely any leg-room-all make life difficult for those of above average height, it claims.

But it is not just the extra-tall whose needs are not being met. The average height of the population has been increasing steadily yet the standard size of beds, doorways, and chairs has remained unchanged.

"The bedding industry says a bed should be six inches larger than the person using it, so even a king size bed at 6'6 " is falling short for 25% of men, while the standard 6'3" bed caters for less than half of the male population," said 6'8" club president Phil Heinricy.

Besides 7’ long beds, Mr Heinricy wants to see shower heads with longer adjusting rails and a taller easy chair in hotel rooms. If not supplied as standard, then he believes at least 5% of rooms should cater for the taller person, who would be prepared to pay more.

Similarly restaurant tables can cause no end of problems. Small tables, which mean the long-legged have to sit a foot or so away from them, are enough to make tall client go elsewhere.

Some have already taken note, however. At Queens Moat Houses' Caledonian Hotel in Edinburgh, 6'6" beds are now installed as standard after requests for longer beds from taller visitors, particularly Americans.

One supplier to have recognized the increasing size of its clients is Corby Trouser Presses, which has added two inches to the height of its presses.

3. 
a) What other words or expressions are used to describe tall people?

b) Who exactly is affected by this problem?

c) What solutions are being suggested?

d) What steps have already been taken?

Hotels

Hotel is a place where a traveller may find food and shelter. The ideal hotel has big rooms, with comfortable beds and good facilities, including a business centre. It should be as near the centre of the town as possible but within easy reach of the airport. There are several types of hotels.

A luxury hotel provides every facility a wealthy guest might need.

A resort hotel is situated in a place where tourists like to stay, often near the sea, lake or in the mountains. Guests usually book it in advance.

A commercial hotel is often situated in a town centre, and provides accommodation for travelling businessmen, staying only one or two nights.

A congress hotel provides everything necessary for large meetings and conferences, with a lecture theatre and exhibition facilities.

An airport hotel provides accommodation for people going to or coming from other countries, usually only staying for one night.

A country house hotel is situated in pleasant scenery, and provides comfortable but informal accommodation for people who want to relax in a quiet place.

A guest house provides low-priced accommodation, usually on a small scale, for holiday visitors or for long-stay guests.

A motel is built specially to provide a service to motorists.

B&B is a small hotel, a kind of boarding house, which provides home-like low-priced accommodation and the morning meal for visitors. The letters B&B stand for “bed and breakfast”.

Hotels are usually graded with stars from one-star to five-star.

A 5-star hotel is a luxury hotel offering the highest international standards.

A 4-star hotel offers a high standard of comfort and service with all bedrooms providing a private bathroom or shower with lavatory.

A 3-star hotel offers a higher standard of accommodation 20 per cent of bedrooms containing a private bathroom or shower with lavatory.

A 2-star hotel is a hotel with more spacious accommodation, with two thirds of the bedrooms containing a private bathroom or shower with lavatory, fuller meal facilities are provided.

A 1-star hotel is a hotel and inn generally of small scale with good facilities and furnishings, adequate bath and lavatory arrangements.

Hotels may have different room types.

A single room is a room with a single bed occupied by one person.

A double room is a room with one large double bed for two people.

A twin room is a room with two single beds for two people.

A triple room is a room with three single beds, or a double bed and a single bed, suitable for occupation by three people.

A family room is a room with four or more beds, particularly suitable for a family with children.

A lounge or sitting room is a room not used as a bedroom but where guests may read, watch television.

Hotels may have different room rates.

Full board or en-pension includes a room with all meals.

Half board or demi-pension includes the room, plus breakfast and one other meal (lunch or dinner).

Bed and breakfast or continental plan is the rate that includes the room and breakfast. (The breakfast itself may be “English” or “continental”.)

European plan is the rate for a room alone, with no meals included at all.

At the Hotel

When travelling it is best to reserve a room in advance. Experienced travellers book it by cable, telephone or fax. The desk-clerk asks the traveller to register. He hands him an arrival card which all guests are required to fill in. The following information is required/necessary: name (in full): surname, first name, patronymic name; place of permanent residence; passport number.

After all the formalities are over the porter shows the traveller up to his room. It may be a single or double room with a bath, telephone and TV-set.

In the hall you will usually find a newspaper stall and stalls where cigarettes, sweets and souvenirs are sold. You can also find a special corner or room to write letters.

Most hotels have snack bars and restaurants.

The desk-clerk is a mine/source of information. He will give you all the information you need. He will order your railway or airplane tickets.

All the hotels run/have a special laundry service for their guests and all other services.

Hotels in London

There are plenty of good hotels in London and you're nearly sure of finding a room in one of them. Still if you don't want to be disappointed, especially during the holiday season it's better to reserve a room beforehand. You'll find London hotels just the same as in all large cities. You enter a large entrance hall or lounge and go to the reception desk. The reception clerk will tell you which room is yours, what floor it is on and will give you the key. You will sign the register and give your luggage to the porter who will take it up in the lift to your room. If you  need some help you can call the chambermaid by the room telephone. There is usually a laundry and a dry cleaning service at the hotel. You can have your clothes cleaned, washed, ironed, and delivered within 24 hours.

The people in the office will always help you if you don't know your way about the town. They'll tell you where to go and what to see. They'll book seats for you at the theatre and do all they can to make your stay a pleasant one. If you want a guide to show you round, or an interpreter for a business interview, they'll get you one. If you have to write business letters and can type, they'll provide you with the typewriter. If, on the other hand, you prefer to dictate your letter, they will get you a short-hand typist. If your wife is going to be with you she'll find plenty to amuse herself. She'll be able to spend her time looking at the shops while you are busy.

Many hotels have special weekly and monthly rates, so that it is cheaper to pay by the week, or by the month (residential rates) than by the day (transient rates). You will find rooms with and without a bath, single rooms, double rooms and complete suites consisting of two and more rooms. Guests are required to warn the clerk in advance when leaving (cheking out) so that he can have the bill ready for them in time.

In the United States they also have motels. This is a roadside hotel providing both lodging for travellers and garage or parking space for their motor vehicles. In Britain there are caravan sites for travellers who come with trailers. No lodging is provided. The traveller lives in his trailer which is a house on wheels.

II. Найдите в тексте английские эквиваленты следующих слов и словосочетаний:

Разочаровываться, заказывать комнату заранее, дежурный гостиницы (конторка портье), расписаться в журнале (зарегистрироваться), вызвать по телефону горничную, прачечная и химчистка, заказывать билеты в театр, сделать пребывание приятным, обеспечить вас печатной машинкой, номер на двоих, номер для одного, выехать из гостиницы, предоставлять жилье (помещение) и гараж.

III. Согласитесь или не согласитесь со следующими утверждениями.

Образец: There are plenty of hotels in London. – (t).

It’s difficult to find a hotel in London. – (f). There are plenty of hotels in London.

1. It’s easy to find a room at any time without reservation. 2. London hotels are the same as in all large cities. 3. The porter will give you the key of the room. 4. If you need some help you can call the reception clerk by the telephone. 5. They try to make your stay pleasant. 6. They can provide you with everything you need. 7. It is cheaper to pay by the day. 8. Guests are required to warn the clerk in advance when checking out. 9. Caravan sites provide travellers with lodging. 10. There are different rooms in hotels: single, double rooms.

IV. Ответьте письменно на вопросы по тексту:

1. Why do travellers usually reserve rooms at hotels in advance? 2. What are the duties of a desk-clerk? 3. What service do hotels usually offer their guests besides rooms to live in? 4. If you require the service of a porter (maid, bell-boy) how would you summon him (her) to your room? 5. Who can help you to get to the room? 6. What can they provide you with? 7. Are single rooms or double rooms in hotels fitted out with two beds? 8. Is it cheaper to pay by the week or by the day in hotels? 9. What is a motel? 10. What is a caravan site?

Reservations & check-in
Word study

Hotels use a variety of documents to deal with guests. Computerized and manual systems often have the same functions, although the names are sometimes different.

	Here is a list of records used by a typical hotel front office:
	Can you match the documents with these definitions?

	1. Hotel Register
	a. Provides a visual record of all reservations for a period and shows at a glance rooms reserved and those remaining to be sold.

	2. Reservation Form or Card
	b. Lists all current guests in alphabetical order with their room numbers and provides an additional quick point of reference in larger hotels.

	3. Reservation Diary or Daily Arrival List
	c. Standardizes the details of each booking, forms the top sheet of any documents relating to it, and enables a speedy reference to any individual case.

	4. Reservation Chart
	d. Records all previous visits to the hotel for any individual and contains important statistical reservation and revenue data.

	5. Room Status Board
	e. Shows all rooms by room number and floor, and gives the current and projected status of all rooms on a particular day, with details of occupation.

	6. Guest Index
	f. Records all bookings by date of arrival and shows all arrivals for a particular day at a glance.

	7. Guest History
	g. Records all arrivals as they occur and gives details of all current and past guests.


Which of these records are unlikely to be found in (i) a manual system, and (ii) a computerized system?

Short answers

Look at how the callers give short answers to the questions of the reservations clerk:

Have you stayed with us before?

►
No, I haven't.
Will you be paying by credit card?

►
Yes. I will.
You have an account with us, don't you?

►
Yes, we do.
Using short answers, answer the questions:

a. Do you have a reservation? (No)

b. Is it just for the one night? (Yes)

c. Would you like one of our Executive rooms? (Yes)

d. Is mere one available on the ground floor? (No)

e. Will you be staying tomorrow as well? (No)

f. Is that a company booking? (Yes)

g. Have they confirmed their booking? (Yes)

h. Do you have a room with a view? (Yes)

Tag questions

Notice the way we use tag questions to ask for confirmation:

· It was Miss King, wasn't it?
· You have an account with us, don't you?
· But the guests haven't stayed with us before, have they?
Now add tag questions to the following statements:

a. There isn't a doctor in the hotel, __________?

b. You wanted to pay in cash, __________?
c. You haven't spoken to the duty manager yet, __________?
d. We couldn't have a receipt for that, __________?
e. It's more expensive in high season, __________?
f. You're settling by credit card, __________?
g. We can sign the agreement today, __________?
h. They're not postponing the conference, __________?

Reading

'Lodgistix' is a computer software company which specializes in providing computer software for the hotel industry. You are going to read part of the information brochure about their Reservation and Front Office Systems.

1) Read the text which follows and match each paragraph with one of the summary sentences below. Don't worry if you can't understand every word, just try to understand the general meaning.

a. You will quickly be able to find out if a guest has stayed before and use this information. 

b. You can change the system to suit your particular hotel.

c. Your marketing department will be able to use the information in the Reservation System. 

d. Your employees will find the system easy to use. 

e. You will be able to process guests quickly when they arrive (and when they leave) by allocating suitable rooms immediately.

f. You can use detailed statistical analysis of the guests to help increase profits. 

g. Your guests will get a better service and you will get a bigger profit.

LODGISTIX presents

LANmark Property Management System – the next generation!

Enter a world of incredible speed and knowledge

Written by hotel people, and especially for network technology, LANmark is amazingly intuitive in use. 
Seamless integration of modules puts all your hotel services together in a powerful computer system 
that is both flexible and unlimited.
Reservations & Front Office

1. The LANmark Reservation System provides total flexibility in tailoring the system to meet each individual client's needs.
2. There is greater potential to increase revenues by use of up-to-the-minute statistics from market segments, sources of business, nationality codes, corporate client details, guest history records, and property totals.
3. The Reservation System utilizes help keys and windowing features throughout enabling the reservationist easily to identify and act on information displayed. The use of colours is an important feature further aiding the operator. All information and screen formats have been designed for fast, accurate, and complete reservations processing.

4. On reservation entry, a search of matching Guest History names can be made quickly and easily, greatly reducing the booking time for future reservations. The Guest History record contains important statistical reservation and revenue data clearly showing the last time the guest stayed, the total number of stays to date, and total spent. Unlimited guest folios can also be stored including full transaction details.
5. The Reservation System allows for the creation of word processing merge files for all or selected Guest History masters, and is an important marketing tool. Both the sales and marketing departments can access this information through management and password controls.
6. The Lodgistix LANmark Front Office System has been designed to improve guest services and maximize profits.
There is provision for quick Individual and group reservation check-in and check-out to minimize guest waiting-time. Registration cards can be printed prior to arrival in a batch print run or on arrival upon request. At registration, the receptionist can auto-assign a room number or display the room rack to selects room number that meets the guest's requirements. Room selection can be by room descriptions, complex room type, or rate code to give maximum flexibility in allocating the required rooms.
2) Find words in the text which mean:

a. a set of computers connected in order to send and share information

b. divisions on a computer screen to show separate pieces of information

c. the front glass surface of a computer monitor

d. the style in which information is displayed

e. information (for processing or storing)

f. files that combine different information from different sources into a single document 

g. obtain stored information from a computer's memory 

h. a secret group of letters or numbers which must be used by a person before they can operate a computer system 

i. a single operation to produce a large group of similar documents

Speaking

Look at this flow-chart showing the procedure that hotel staff should follow when dealing with a reservation.

Write down on a separate sheet of paper what die hotel employee says at each of the numbered places, then act out a conversation with a partner.

VI. Reading

For most hotels, fax reservations are the most common. Read this example of a fax reservation and complete the chart below:

	FAX MESSAGE
	Date:
	13th March 200__

	
	From:
	Kate James

	
	To:
	Melissa Hotel

	Attention:
	Reservations
	No. of pages:
	1

	Could you please reserve a double room with private bath for Mr and Mrs Charles Davies? They will be arriving on 18th April and staying for 3 nights (departing on the morning of 21st April). 

It is their 25th wedding anniversary, so could you arrange for champagne and flowers to be placed in the room? 

Look forward to receiving your confirmation, with exact cost, by return.

Regards


Name of guest(s)

__________

Number of guests

__________

Room(s) required

__________

Dates


__________

Special requirements
__________
Writing
Reply to the reservation by fax, asking for any additional information you require.

Melissa Motel
FAX MESSAGE
From:



Date:
To:




No. of pages:
Attention:
Listening


Below are some extracts from a conversation between a receptionist and a guest checking in without a reservation. Put them in the order (from 1 to 10).

a. Would you like an Executive at £125 or a Standard at £95?

b. And may I take your home address, please?

c. It's room 760 on the seventh floor.

d. Hello.

e. And the name, sir, is ... ?

f. Here's your credit card, passport, and here's your key.

g. This is your registration card. Can you just check through the details, please? 

h. Just the one night? 

i. Because you're not a British citizen, I'll require your passport in order to complete the registration.

j. How will you be settling your account, sir?

Travelling

Modern life is impossible without travelling. Thousands of people travel every day either on business or for pleasure. They can travel by air/plane, by rail/train, by sea/ship or by road/car.

Of course, travelling by air is the fastest and the most convenient way, but it is the most expensive too. Travelling by train is slower than by plane but it has its advantages. You can see much more interesting places of the country you are travelling through. Modern trains have very comfortable seats. There are also sleeping cars and dining cars, which make even the longest journey enjoyable. Speed, comfort and safety are the main advantages of trains and planes. That is why many people prefer them to all other means.

Travelling by sea is popular mostly for pleasure trips. On board large ships and small riverboats people can visit foreign countries and different places of interest within their own country.

Travelling by car is very convenient. You needn’t reserve your tickets. You needn’t carry heavy suitcases. You can stop wherever you wish and spend at any place as much time as you like.
At the Airport

The National Airport is a very large airport. Tens of planes land and take off, and hundreds of passengers get on and off the planes at Smolevichy every day. People usually make reservations for flights in advance, especially in summer time. 

Last summer I decided to see my friends in Kiev and I got there by air. I arrived at the airport 2 hours in advance, as it was necessary to check in for the flight. I had much time to go over the large building of the airport.

The Airport – II is large and comfortable. There are all services, which ensure a pleasant and safe flight: ticket offices, arrival and departure lounges, information offices, left-luggage rooms, first-aid station, hairdresser’s.

First you must go to the check-in-desk. You give your ticket and passport to the clerk, put your luggage on the scales and, if it’s necessary, pay an extra charge. The clerk returns back your ticket and passport and gives you the boarding-pass.

In case of the delay of your flight you may go to the departure lounge and wait for the announcement about your flight.

I flew by a Belavia plane. The stewardess informed the passengers about the crew, the flight, the speed and the temperature on board the plane. Then she asked the passengers to fasten their seat belts while the plane was taking off and served them lemonade, sweets, tea and sandwiches. I enjoyed the flight. Two hours later the plane landed in Kiev. The landing was perfect and smooth.

TRAVELLING BY AIR

Modern life is impossible without travelling. Thousands of people travel every day either on business or for pleasure. They can travel by plane (air), by train (rail), by ship (sea), by car (road) or on foot.

Hundreds of planes land and take off and thousands of passengers get on and off planes at the airport every day. People usually make reservations for flights in advance especially in summer time.

Of course, travelling by air is the fastest and the most convenient way. You should not trouble of changing. There is none of the dust and dirt of a railway or car journey. The air-hostess offers you some drink, a cup of coffee or tea, remedy for air-sickness.

Air travel saves your time. But travelling by air is the most expensive way. Not anyone can afford it, especially old-aged people, students, people with small income (salary).

Sometimes flights are cancelled.

You have to go through airport formalities: register the tickets, the luggage. Besides passengers have to arrive at the airport in two hours.

There is also a danger of hi-jacking. The plane may hit an air-pocket. Some of the passengers may feel uncomfortable or air-sick.

So it depends on you, which means of travelling you choose.

Voсabulary

to get acquainted


познакомиться
imperfection, n


недостаток, дефект
advantage, n



преимущество
disadvantage, n


недостаток
air crash, n



авиакатастрофа
to refuel, n



заправиться топливом
air-hostess,n



бортпроводница
road, n




дорога
casualty, n



несчастный случай, авария
remedy 



медикамент, лекарство

airsickness, n



воздушная болезнь

to go through 



проходить через что-л.

formalities, n



формальности

overweight, n



лишний вес (багажа)

hijacking, n



воздушный теракт
to make a reservation

зарезервировать
departure lounge, n


зал отлета
announcement,n


объявление
delay, n



задержка вылета
Travelling by Train

Travel is extremely important nowadays. Two hundred years ago most people never traveled further than a few kilometres. Whenever they traveled they walked, or went by carriage, or on horseback. But in the last quarter of the twentieth century people traveled a lot. Many people travel 50 or 100 kilometres daily by public transport, or private car. Millions of people travel long distances abroad on business trips or for holidays every year. Even a housewife who is going shopping may travel twenty kilometres.

For most people speed is a very important factor when they are traveling. They want to reach their destination as quickly as possible. There are now planes that can cross the Atlantic in just over three hours.

Other people prefer comfort to speed. They like to relax during the journey and enjoy themselves as much as possible.

For almost everyone safety is the most important factor. For example, a lot of people never fly because they believe it is dangerous. In fact, it is probably much more dangerous to travel by car or to walk across a street.

Modern life is impossible without traveling. Thousands of people travel every day either on business or for pleasure. They can travel by air, by rail, by sea, or by road. 

Of course, traveling by air is the fastest and the most convenient way, but it is the most expensive too. Traveling by train is slower than by plane, but it has its advantages. You can see much more interesting places of the country you are traveling through. Modern trains have very comfortable seats in all passenger carriages. There are also sleeping cars and dining cars, which make even the longest journey enjoyable. Speed, comfort and safety are the main advantages of trains and planes. That is why many people prefer them to all other means. With a train you have speed, comfort and safety combined.

From the comfortable corner seat of a railway carriage you have a splendid view of the whole countryside. If you are hungry, you can have a meal in the dining-car; and if the journey is a long one you can have a wonderful bed in a sleeper. Besides, do you know any place that is more interesting than a big railway-station? There is the movement, the excitement, the gaiety of people going away or waiting to meet friends. You can see a lot of notices: Entrance and Exit, or perhaps Way In and Way Out, Arrivals and Departures, Refreshment Room and Waiting Room, Left-Luggage Office and so on. There are the shouts of the porters as they pull luggage along the platforms to the waiting trains, the crowds at the booking-office getting tickets, the hungry and thirsty ones hurrying to the refreshment rooms, before the train starts. At bookstalls the passengers choose books, magazines or newspapers to while away the time during the journey.

But sometimes service leaves much to be desired. You have to queue up for your tickets. Travelling for long distances is very tiresome even boring, especially if your fellow-passengers are unsociable or boring people.

So, people choose means of travel according to their plans and destinations.

Suppose you travel by train. On arriving to the station you manage your way through the crowd and get out on to the platform. There are many tracks and trains there. But if you are helped by the porter there is no need for you to look round and read all the signs which tell you what train you must take. You follow your porter and here you are – Car № 6, train 52.

You show your ticket to the guard, standing at the carriage entrance. You find your compartment and arrange the luggage on the rack. Soon the train slowly pulls out. You stand at the window waving a farewell to our friends who came to see you off.

You are on your way. You start up a conversation with your fellow-passengers (people take to each other quickly when traveling), and soon you get to know who and what. Now when the excitement of the day is over you begin to feel hungry and go to the dining-car or order meal when the attendant comes along.

After a hearty meal you feel tired. You get into your upper berth and begin to absorb the beauty of the changing scenes that fly past you.

TRAVELLING BY CAR

Modern life is impossible without travelling. Thousands of people travel every day either on business or for pleasure. They can travel by plane (air), by train (rail), by ship (sea), by car (road) or on foot.

Travelling by car is very convenient. You needn’t reserve your tickets. You needn’t carry heavy suitcases. You can stop wherever you wish and spend at any place as much time as you like.

You can place yourselves in a tent on the seashore enjoying fresh air and the sun all day long. (Or) you can put a tent in the forest listening to the birds and breathing in fresh air.

But travelling by car has some disadvantages. You have to take care of technical condition of your car and to buy the necessary amount of fuel. Otherwise you will have to look for refuelling (petrol) stations to buy it. You cannot sleep in the car as it is very uncomfortable. You will have to find a motel or a hotel to have a night’s rest. Anyway you return full of impressions.

HIRING A CAR

Maria Almar is going to hire a car so that she and her husband can go on a trip to Delphi. She is at the Self-Drive Car Rental Company.

Maria

Good afternoon.

Assistant
Good afternoon, madam.

Maria

I want to hire a car tomorrow. Do you have any available?

Assistant
We have a Fiat 124. 

Maria

How much would that cost? 

Assistant
It's $12 a day plus 12 cents a kilometre.

Maria

And that includes insurance, presumably. 

Assistant
Yes, insurance is included.

Maria

But I have to pay extra for the petrol, do I? 

Assistant
Yes, you buy your own petrol, but we check the car and put some oil in before you start.

Maria

Do I have to pay a deposit?

Assistant
Yes, we require a deposit of $20. 

Maria

And do you accept American Express? 

Assistant
Yes, that'll be all right. And we need to see your driving licence. 

Maria

Right. Can I see the car, please? 

Assistant
Certainly, madam. This way, please.

Using the language
Asking to do something

1. You want to see the car. 

Can I see the car, please?
2. You want to reserve a seat.

Can I reserve a seat, please?
	You want to
	sit near the front

	
	cash a traveller's cheque

	
	see the room

	
	pay the bill

	
	make a call to Venezuela

	
	send a telegram to Kuwait


Checking information

1. Petrol is extra. 


Petrol is extra, is it?
2. The price includes insurance.

The price includes insurance, does it?
3. You want a deposit.
4. The service charge is 10%.

5. The meals are included.
6. You accept credit cards.
7. The allowance is 200 cigarettes.
8. The play starts at eight.

At a garage

Mechanic
Can I help you?

Motorist
Yes, there's something wrong with my car.
Mechanic
What's the matter with it?

Motorist
Well, it won’t go very fast and the engine makes a coughing noise all the time. 

Mechanic
You've probably got dirt in the carburettor. I'll have a look at it for you. 

Motorist
You can look at it now, can you? 

Mechanic
Yes, in a few minutes. 

Motorist
Can I wait here, please? 

Mechanic
Yes, take a seat.

Motorist
Thank you.
***
Assistant
Good morning

Customer
Good morning. I'm thinking of hiring a car next week. I want a medium-size saloon car. Do you have any cars 

available then please?

Assistant
Yes, we do.

Customer
What kind of cars are they?

Assistant
The cars we have are Ford Escorts or Renault 5.

Customer
How much would that cost for a week?

Assistant
For a whole week?

Customer
Yes.

Assistant
Well, the cost of the hire will be £74-50. Which includes your insurance, which is third-party insurance and damage 

to the vehicle.

Customer
Uh-huh.

Assistant
We also do a personal accident insurance, which is £12-40 per week, so the total cost including personal accident 

insurance is £86-90 for the week.

Customer
And do I have to pay something for the mileage?

Assistant
No, it's unlimited mileage.

Customer
Unlimited mileage. But I pay for my own petrol, do I?

Assistant
Oh, yes. We need a £10 petrol deposit, and we fill the tank up before you set off; and then when you get back, we 

fill it up again and deduct the cost of that from your deposit. 

Customer
Uh-huh. And I have to pay for oil as well, do I? 

Assistant
No, the car is all checked and oil put in before it goes out. 

Customer
And the deposit is £10. 

Assistant
No, that's for the petrol. The deposit for the hire is £45. 

Customer
£45. And do you accept credit cards? 

Assistant
Well, not all credit cards. 

Customer
Well, which ones?

Assistant
American Express, Barclaycard, Access…

Customer
Good. And you need to see my driving licence, presumably. 

Assistant
Yes.

Customer
Is there anything else I need? 

Assistant
No, just the licence. 

Customer
I see. Right. Oh, yes, about returning the car. Can I leave it somewhere else?

Assistant
No. No, we don't allow cars to be left anywhere else. 

Customer
I see. Well, could I have a Renault 5 for next Monday for a week then, please? 

Assistant
Yes. What name is it? 

Customer
Fisher. 

Assistant
And the address? 

Customer
Oh. Well, I'm staying at the Royal Hotel in Baker Street. 

Assistant
What's your home address? 

Customer
51, Barker Road, Hong Kong. 

Assistant
Well, if you'd like to pay the deposit now, and then you can pick the car up any time after eight o'clock on Monday. 

Customer
Fine.

1. Which of these cars does the rental company have?

a) Renault 5
b) Toyota Corolla

c) Volvo 244
d) Ford Escort

2. How much is personal accident insurance for one week ?

3. Does the price of £86-90 include insurance?

4. Does the customer have to pay something extra per mile?

5. Does she have to pay for the petrol?

6. Does she have to pay for oil?

7. How much is the deposit for petrol and hire together?

8. Does the rental company accept credit cards?

a) Yes, all cards.

b) Yes, but not all cards.

c) No.

9. What does the customer need to show the company before she can drive the car?

10. Can the customer leave the car in a different place when she has finished with it?

11. When does she have to pay the deposit?

12. What is the earliest time on Monday morning that she can take the car?
10 семестр

THE HISTORY OF BELARUS

Belaya Rus. The term «Belaya Rus» was for the first time used in the 12th century. Up to the 15th century it was also common in north-east Rus. Lands which are the Republic's territory today were originally called «Belaya Rus» in the 14th century and the name stuck to these lands.

The origin of the name, however, has so far never been precise. Some researchers put it down to the white colour of local peasants' everyday linen clothes and to their fair hair. Others associate it with the direct meaning of the word «belyi» which stands for «clean, non-occupied, free, and independent». They presume that old Rus's lands which had not been captured neither by the Mongols and Tatars nor by Lithuania were called «Belaya Rus» in those early days. Still others maintain that «Belaya Rus» was the land inhabited by Christians unlike «Chernya (black) Rus» where pagans lived. There are also other versions of the name's origin.

The history of Belarus goes back to antiquity. In the Middle Ages the territory of present day Belarus was populated by Eastern Slavic tribes. The ancestors of the Belarusians were the Krivichi, Radimichi and Dregovichi. They lived in the basins of the Dnieper and the Zapadnaya Dvina rivers where they hunted, fished and farmed.

In the 6th - 8th centuries they lived through the disintegration of the tribal society and the emergence of feudalism. The development of arable farming led to the collapse of the kinship communities based on territorial and economic relations. The tribes began to develop external relations. There was a need in a united state, and it appeared at the beginning of the 9th century. It was Kievskaya Rus — the home of three fraternal peoples — the Russians, the Ukrainians and the Belarusians. Feudal wars and foreign invasions plundered these lands.

In the second half of the 13th century the Grand Duchy of Lithuania annexed Belarus. In 1569 Rzecz Pospolita was formed with the aim to struggle against the Principality of Moscow. Later, at the end of the 17th century the Belarusian people were placed in bondage to the Polish feudal lords who exploited them cruelly. It was also invaded by the troops of the Swedish King Charles XII. In 1708 the Russian troops under the command of Peter the Great routed the Swedish troops which were crossing Belarus to join Charles's army. It was a prologue to the famous battle of Poltava which stopped the Swedish intervention. At the end of the 18th century Belarus was annexed by Russia.

In 1812 Belarus was invaded by Napoleon. A few months later the French were defeated and driven westwards. To commemorate that event and to celebrate the centenary of the war with Napoleon the citizens of Vitebsk erected a monument which stands on the Uspenski hill.

On January 1, 1919 the Revolutionary Workers and Peasants' Government of Byelorussia proclaimed the formation of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic. In 1922 it became a member of the former USSR. This act had a decisive impact on the development of its economy and culture.

In 1939 Western Belarus, occupied since 1921 by Poland, joined Byelorussia. By the end of the thirties a great number of large and small plants and factories were built throughout the republic. Minsk, Gomel, Mogilev, Grodno, Vitebsk, Brest, Bobruisk, Orsha and other cities grew into important industrial centres. A lot of collective and state farms were organized, the national arts and literature, science and education developed rapidly. But the peaceful labour of the people was interrupted by a new war.

World War II brought to the country innumerable losses. More than 2 million people or nearly every forth of the entire population of the country died in the war. Numerous Belarusian villages and towns were burned to ashes. But Belarus has restored its cities and rebuilt its economy.

Belarus proclaimed its sovereignty on July 27, 1991. And since then the Republic of Belarus has taken its place in Eastern Europe as a new independent state.

STATE SYSTEM OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS

The Republic of Belarus (the short name is Belarus) was founded on January 1, 1919. It was included in the body of the USSR beginning with December 30, 1922. On July 27, 1991 the Supreme Soviet of the republic adopted the Declaration of state sovereignty of the Republic of Belarus. The Declaration clearly defines its goal: to make republic the neutral state and its territory — a non-nuclear zone.

Belarus is the presidential republic. The state power in the Republic is being formed and realized in three structures — legislative, executive and judicial. According to the Constitution of 1994 and the amendments of 1996, the supreme, constantly operating and the only legislative body of the state power of the Republic of Belarus is the two chamber Parliament. The lower chamber is the House of Representatives; the upper one is the Soviet (Council) of the Republic. The President of the Republic of Belarus is the head of the state. The executive body is the Soviet of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus, headed by the Prime-minister. Local government and self government are carried out through local deputy Soviets, executive and managing bodies, bodies of self-government, referendums, gatherings, etc. The judicial power in the republic is represented by courts. The control concerning whether or not legal acts correspond to the Constitution is undertaken by the Constitutional court. The supervision of accurate and unanimous execution of the law by all bodies of state government, local Soviets and other judicial entities as well as individuals, is carried out by the General prosecutor of the Republic of Belarus. The control over execution of the republican budget, usage of state properly, execution of parliamentary actions that regulate state property, financial and lax relations is carried out by the Committee of state control.

GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION OF BELARUS
Belarus is situated in the eastern part of Europe. It covers 207 600 sq km and it stretches for 650 km from east to west and for 560 km from north to south. Its area is more than the combined size of Greece, Belgium and Denmark. It borders on Latvia and Lithuania in the north-west, on Russia in the north and east, on the Ukraine in the south and southeast and on Poland in the west. The population is over 10 million inhabitants.

Our native land is remarkably beautiful with its blue lakes and ribbons of rivers edged with thick forests, with its endless expanses of fields, meadows and swamp, with its varied and plentiful animal and plant kingdom. There are some 3 000 rivers flowing over the territory of Belarus. The total length of all the rivers comes up to 50 000 km. All rivers of the republic belong to two sea-basins of the Black and Baltic seas. The longest rivers are the Dnieper, the Nieman, the Zapadny Bug and the Zapadnaya Dvina.

The republic has over 10 000 lakes. The largest of them are the Naroch, the Osweyskoye and the Drisvyaty. There is a great number of lakes in the north-west of the republic, in the so-called Belarusian Polesye. More than a quarter of the republic area is covered with forest and bushes. The country is famous for its national reservation – Belavezhskaya Puscha. Dense forests of pines towering to over 50 metres alternate with birch and oak groves. Velvety meadows border on many rivers and streams. The pride of the reservation is the aurochs – a rare animal that has survived since the glacial times. With the exception of a few, kept in open-air-enclosures, these animals range freely within the reservation.

The climate of Belarus is continental with a comparatively mild winter and warm summer.

The nature of Belarus has suffered much from the nuclear catastrophe that took place in Chernobyl in 1986. The radiation has spoiled our soil and air, rivers and lakes, it has poisoned our flora and fauna. Besides it has badly affected the health of people and the climate. Those who lived not far from Chernobyl had to leave their places for ever. It's important to do our best to decrease the level of radiation. Nowadays a lot is being done by the numerous charitable funds and associations to provide the people living in the contaminated areas with the proper medical treatment and recreation in summer in our country and abroad. But still more is to be done to prevent the Belarusian nation from degeneration.

The Economy of the Republic of Belarus

The Republic of Belarus is one of the most highly industrialized countries of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS). Most of the gross national product comes from qualified metal-capacious engineering, which shares the third part of the total industrial output. Today Belarusian industry comprises 1.700 major industrial enterprises and combines functioning in more than a hundred branches of industry. Highly developed branches are up-to-date power engineering and machine-building, textiles and chemicals, food products and consumer goods radio-electronics and precision instruments, mineral fertilizer and synthetic fibre manufacturing, construction and public utilities as well as many other advanced branches of economy.

The industry of Belarus is characterized by truck-and-tractor building, oil-extracting and oil-refining industries, as well as by production of tractors, big lorries, machine-tools, automatic lines, electronics devices, computers, motor-cycles, bicycles, TV-sets, watches, refrigerators and other articles. The biggest enterprises are the automobile plants in Minsk and Mogilev, the Belarusian Automobile Plant in Zhodino, the Minsk Tractor Plant, the Oil Refinery and Chemical Plant in Novopolotsk and a number of others.

Belarus has also a well-developed transport infrastructure which includes rail and motor roads, oil and gas pipelines. Manufacturing of consumer goods and food products is also (steadily) growing.

Agriculture specializes in milk and meat production. The main crops cultivated here are grain, potatoes, flax, herbs and vegetables.

Any country cannot have an up-to-date highly developed industry without a reliable energy base. There are few power stations in Belarus today. With the discovery and exploration of oil from Polessiee, the republic has not become self-sufficient energy. 80 % of energy the Republic of Belarus buys from Russia.

Belarus' economy is wholly dependent on imported raw materials. Without imported iron and steel, cotton, oil, gas and other materials its industry would come to a standstill. Absence of raw materials increases the national debt and seriously damages home industries. 

The foreign trade of the Republic of Belarus is traditionally practiced in two basic directions: eastern – with the CIS countries and western – with the non-CIS countries. The main trade and economic partner of the Republic of Belarus still remains Russia. The second most significant trade partner of the republic is the Ukraine. The third place among trade and economic partners from the outside world and the first place in trade with non-CIS countries belongs to Germany.

More than 400 types of goods of Belarusian industry are exported to 86 countries of the world. Goods manufactured in the Republic of Belarus have won 40 gold medals at international exhibitions and fairs. This fact shows a very high level of product quality.

The capital of Belarus, Minsk, is an export-oriented city with the most industrialized economics.

FAMOUS PEOPLE OF BELARUS

The Belarusian land gave birth to many famous people whose names are known all over the world.

The history of the Belarusian culture is more than one thousand years old. The names of such Belarusian thinkers as Euphrosyne Polotskaya and Kirill Turovsky have been known since ancient times. Since the 12th century we have known the name of the great Belarusian jeweler Lazar Bogsha and his priceless creation — the Cross of St. Euphrosyne, which was decorated with numerous precious stones.

The age of Renaissance enriched our culture with new names of great Belarusian statesmen, writers and printers. For example, Lev Sapega, the dynasty of Radzivil, Mikola Gusovsky and many others. The name of the first printer Francisak Skaryna and his followers Symon Budny and Vasily Tyapinsky are known throughout the world. In 1990 we celebrated the 500th anniversary of the birth of Dr.F.Skaryna, the first-printer and the first translator of the Bible into the native Belarusian language.

It goes without saying Belarusian literature has made a great contribution to world literature. The names of Yanka Kupala and Yakub Kolas, Maxim Bagdanovich, Kandrat Krapiva, Vladimir Korotkevich, Vasil Bykov are world famous. These names are followed by a number of other well-known writers and poets, such as K. Chorny, P. Brovka, I. Shamyakin, M. Tank, V. Bykov, N. Gilevich, A. Adamovich. Their works are translated into many European languages. Many of Minsk streets are named after the Belarusian writers.

As for Belarusian art the names of K. Malevich, Mark Shagal, Ya. Drosdovich, A. Isachev, M. Savitsky and others are known far beyond the borders of our country.

The Belarusian culture is also famous for its ballet. The Opera and Ballet Theatre in Minsk is the centre of the national Belarusian school of ballet. V. Elizaryev is one of the famous choreographers in the world. The national Belarusian theatre school is well-known too. The names of G. Makaroya, S. Stanyuta, N. Eremenko, L. Filatov and other actors of the Y. Kupala Academic Theatre are also of great popularity abroad.

It's also a pleasure to mention the names of such famous Belarusian composers as N. Churkin, I. Luchenok, V. Alovnokov, A. Bogatyrev, N. Aladov. The Belarusian vocal groups "Pesnyary", "Verasy", "Charovnitsa" and dance group "Khoroshky" have been a great success in Europe.

Many prominent names in the history of Belarus of the 20th century are connected with two main events, the Second World War and space exploration. All Belarusians fought heroically defending their Motherland. But we are especially proud of the heroes of the last war: K. Zaslonov, E. Osipova, N. Gastello, V. Talalikhin, the defenders of Brest fortress and many others. In the family of cosmonauts there are also two Belarusians, A. Kovalyonok and P. Klimuk.

At the present day time, the time of revaluation of values, it's difficult to find heroes, especially among politicians. Time will put everything in its place and give everybody his due. But one thing is obvious: great times are created by great men. Their names are sure to become history whatever it may be.

Minsk

Minsk is the capital of the Republic of Belarus. It is a political, economic and cultural centre. It is a very old city.

Every visitor admired the city with its beautiful buildings, wide streets and avenues, green parks and fine monuments. Minsk is also a big traffic centre with a large network of roads, railways, airlines, and two Metro lines.

Minsk is an industrial centre of Belarus. There are hundreds of industrial enterprises in it - plants and factories, which produce various goods: tractors and lorries, motorcycles and bicycles, TV-sets and watches, refrigerators and computers, textile and footwear. 

Minsk is also known as a city of science and students. There are 16 state and a number of commercial institutions of higher education here. They train specialists in different fields of economy and social life.

They say Minsk is a cultural centre. In Minsk there are many museums and exhibitions, theatres and concert halls, cinemas and a circus, libraries and clubs. The leading theatres are the Opera and Ballet Theatre, the Yanka Kupala State Academic Theatre, the Gorky Russian Drama Theatre, the Musical Comedy Theatre. They are very popular with the public. 

Minsk is beautiful at any time of the year. A lot of tourists from our country and abroad come to Minsk to see its sights.

Vocabulary

city [’sıtı]





город
town [taun]





город (небольшой)

capital [’kæpıtl]




столица
square [skwε∂]




площадь, сквер
to believe [bı’li:v]




1) верить. 2) считать, полагать

to be situated




быть расположенным

to occupy [’okjupaı]



занимать

area [’ε∂rı∂]





площадь

center [’sent∂]




центр
traffic [’træfık]




транспорт
network [’netw∂:k]



сеть
to produce [pr∂’dju:s]



производить
goods [gudz]




товар, товары
customer [’kΛst∂m∂]



покупатель, заказчик 

quality [’kwolıtı]




качество
science [’saı∂ns]




наука
Places of Interest in Belarus

The republic of Belarus is a small, beautiful country. It is situated in Eastern Europe. The republic borders on Russia, the Ukraine, Poland, Lithuania and Latvia. It has an area of 207,600 square kilometres and a population about 10 million. Small distances make it possible to visit all the most interesting places of the country within a short period of time.

We can start our visit with the sights, situated not far from Minsk, the capital.

Zaslavl is a suburb of Minsk (20 km from the capital), a town with a thousand year-old history. The interesting sights here are the ruins of a castle and its fortifications – the first and the oldest fortification system in Belarus (16th - 17th centuries), the Spasco-Preobrazhenskaya Church (16th century), the Virgin Mary Catholic Church (17th century). It might be of great interest to visit the Zaslavl historical and cultural preserve, which includes a real steam mill of the 19th century, a miller’s house, an ancient barn and a smithy.

The Hill (Mound) of Glory is a memorial complex situated 21 km from Minsk. The majestic hill, topped with four rising bayonets, in honour of the victory in the Great Patriotic War was built by the whole country. The soil for it was brought from nine “Hero cities” of the USSR and from the battle grounds (fields) of World War II.

Khatyn Memorial (60 km from Minsk) is built on the site of the villages burnt to ashes during World War II. The small village of Khatyn was burnt down together with its residents by the Nazi on March 22, 1943. On the remains of the village a memorial complex was opened in 1969 to honour the names of all Belarusian villages that shared Khatyn's fate.

Raubichi Folk Arts and crafts museum (22 km from Minsk) is situated in the picturesque surroundings of Minsk museum has a big display of folk costumes from different regions of Belarus, fine fabrics, articles made of straw, carved wood, earthenware.

State Museum of Belarusian country architecture and mode of life (18 km from Minsk-village of OZERTSO)

Arrangement of original pieces of architecture lets you compare Belarusian rural styles from different parts of the country. It offers you an open exposition of country buildings, hundreds of articles of domestic use, agricultural implements formerly used by peasants, works of applied art.

Dudutki is the first and at the moment the only private museum of material culture where the past and future are brought together.

40 kilometres south of Minsk you can experience the hidden treasures of Belarusian countryside, as well as learn about its history and culture. At the same time you can enjoy home-cooked Belarusian favourites as well as see how a piece of clay, steel or wood are brought to life.

Visitors are taken to:

* the water park with its beautiful water spring

* the old mill (where they can see how grain was turned into flour and find a pleasant surprise)

* to the museum of handicrafts (pottery shop, where one can see traditional work and join the artisans in creative process, bakery with tasting fresh brown rye bread, farmer's butter and milk)

* to the only legal and active in Belarus apparatus for SAMOGON (LOCAL VODKA) tasting it with fresh cucumbers (or marinated pickles) with honey. Exclusive meal with "UHA", beer and crabs, shashliks, various exquisite kinds of local meat, lots of fresh vegetables, local drinks (different brands of local vodka) + folklore group and Russian "banya".

In Belarus, there is the city of Novogrudok— the historical capital of the Great Duchy of Lithuania, palaces and castles of the richest magnates of Rzech Pospolita and the Russian Empire, ancient monasteries and temples. There are building-up zones with monuments of great architectural, historical and cultural value preserved in many Belarusian cities. Among them are the monuments which being the pride of the Belarusians are also a part of the global cultural treasury. They are the Sofia Cathedral and Salvation-Transfiguration Church with unique 11th century frescoes in Polotsk, the Kolozha Church in Grodno, the church in the village of Synkovichi, castles in Crevo, Nesvizh, Mir, the ensemble of the Nicholas Monastery in Mogilev, and many others. The known route from Varangians to Greeks lay through these lands.

Alongside with the monuments of history and culture, the republic possesses such valuable nature reserves as the national parks Belavezhskaya Pushcha and Braslav Lakes, Nalibokskaya Pushcha, Berezina reserve, the lakes Naroch, Svityaz, Beloye and others.

BELARUSIAN RESERVES

State reserves in Belarus include four National Parks: “Belovezhskaya Pushcha”, “Braslav Lakes”; the National Park Prypyatsky and the National Park Narochansky; the Berezinsky Biosphere Reserve and a lot of state refuges (that is special-purpose reserves). The Polessye Radiation –Ecological Reserve has been created in the zone affected by the Chernobyl accident. In the Berezina Reserve and Nalibokskaya Pushcha one can find wild hogs, moose, beavers, water rats, wild cats, etc.

Today about 890 plant species, including about 30 rarest grow in Belovezhskaya Pushcha. The fauna of this wildlife reserve is also varied: 60 mammal species, 250 bird, 11 amphibia, 7 reptiles and myriads of insects. The reserve is a home for aurochs, elk, deer, roe, wild boar, fox, badger and many other animals and birds. Its chief purpose is natural preservation of unique reserve and protection of all flora and fauna species.

Belovezhskaya Pushcha Nature Reserve

60 km north of Brest 1,300 sq.km of protected ancient forest. Once the residence of Polish princes and Russian tsars, on December S, 1991 the document which sealed the end of USSR and the creation of the CIS was signed here by Belarus, Russia an the Ukraine. Now, there are just plenty of roaming elk, lynx, beaver and zubr, Belarusian bison. If you can't manage to End some animals to watch in the wild just visit the nature museum houses the resident forest dwellers. The National park "Belovezhskaya Pushcha" lies in the southwest of the Republic of Belarus, 340 km from the city of Minsk. Its total area is about 90 thousand hectares. It was established in 1939, based on the historically formed protected territory. December 14, 1992, UNESCO entered the Park to the list of World Heritage, and in 1993 it was granted the status of a Biosphere Reserve. Belovezhskaya Pushcha is a unique and the largest primeval island of ancient forests typical for the Mid European plains. Here, remnants of ancient forest tracks survived which in the XII century spread from the Baltic Sea to the Bug River, and from the Oder to Dnieper River. Mixed and broad-leaved woods (more than 1,000 oak trees from 300 to 700 years-old, 450-old ash, 220-old pines and 150-old junipers are registered in the Pushcha), meadows and water systems are preserved here in their natural state. Flora and fauna of the Belovezhskaya Pushcha are represented by great numbers of rare species of plants, such as silver fir, various species of oak, spruce, pine, hornbeam, ash, and animals - the wolf, European bison, noble deer, wild boar, and a wealth of diversity of fish and birds. A substantial number of species inhabiting the Belovezhskaya are exposed in the Museum of Nature. It is located at the central quarters of the National Park, in an urban village of Kamenyuki. Close to the hotel, there are pens where a visitor may see animals typical for the Belovezhskaya Pushcha (bison, deer, wild boar, etc.) in their natural surroundings. Guests of the National Park may visit historical and cultural sites: Tyshkevich's farmstead, ancient czar road, Viskuli Complex, as well as a number of others, which are located in close vicinity (for example. Old Tower "Belaya Vezha", a rare church ensemble and so on). The National Park has elaborated and offers to its visitors different routes (on-foot, horse- back, car-riding), for one day or a couple of days. There are 3 hotels (altogether 212 beds), 4 comfortable guesthouses situated in scenic "cosy nooks" of the nature (22 beds), a restaurant where you can taste national dishes of game meat. Not far from the hotel there is, also, a craftsmen shop: one may buy souvenirs to remind you of the days spent in Pushcha. The administrative building houses an assembly hall for symposiums, conferences, etc. On a preliminary request, guests may be brought from Minsk or Brest by cars of the Nature Reserve. Also, there is a parking site for those who come by their own cars. In the Hunting Enterprise "Shereshovskoe", there is a possibility to organize hunting on a commercial basis. 

Beresinsky state biosphere reserve

It is located in the northern part of Belarus, at a distance of 120 km from Minsk. Here untouched corners of wild nature have been saved up to now. Beresinsky Biosphere Reserve established in 1925 is located in the northern part of Belarus (120 km from Minsk - capital of the Republic of Belarus). In the total area of the reserve of 81 000 ha. natural lovely places and different landscapes, forest tracts, marshes and water bodies have retained intact till present days. The Reserve is an ideal site for living of numerous wild animals - 52 mammal. 217 bird, 10 amphibian, 5 reptile, 34 fish species. Plant community is also very representative, more than 700 herbaceous species can be found in the Reserve. Every season several walking routes (up to 12 people) are organized: in summer time - water routes along the ancient way "from the Vikings to the Greeks". Both, in winter and in summer unique scenes of wild life be observed: for instance-Capercaillie and black-cock mating: holes and lairs of mammal predators, young ungulates, nests of rare birds, flowering of relic plants, bisons, elks, wild boars, wolves. Along the ecological trail, visitors acquaint themselves with different types of forests, marshes, which are typical for the south taiga zone and may see many rare plant species. Water routes along rivers and lakes of the Reserve are very spectacular. The biggest river of the Reserve is Beresina, there are also a lot of large and small lakes. Chub, bream, pike and tench arc common here. After fascinating trips on boats, there are a possibilities to fish, to enjoy sauna, to have a rest in a House of Hunter and Fisher, to taste traditionally Belarusian dishes and to cook a camp course by yourself. For amateurs of photo safari arc organized special activities (2-3 people), these can be carried out during the entire year with due regard to animal ecology. Close to the hotel, there located the Nature Museum, where stuffed animals and birds, typical for the Reserve are presented as if in natural surroundings, some of the inhabitants can be observed in open-air pens. The Ecological Education Centre, with a hall for 200, can house various kinds of meetings and scientific conferences. In the Reserve, a lot of facilities are offered for visitors's entertainment - a hotel for 50 beds, restaurant, fireplace hall, sauna. For amateurs of camping - several small wooden houses, scattered in lovely places of the Reserve. in the Hunting Enterprise "Barsuki", there is a possibility to organize hunting on a commercial basis.

Braslav Lakes National Park

250 km from Minsk The main natural resource of the Braslav lakes region are the aquatic ecosystems with various and often unique fauna. National park "Braslavskie Ozera" (Braslavsky Lakes) is located in the southwest of the Republic of Belarus, some 250 km from Minsk, and occupies about 70,000 ha. It is worthy to note that it is the newest national Park in the Republic, established in August 1995. The unique ecology of this lake district bears traces of the Ice Age, and the lakes, the largest of which, are Drivyaty, Snudy, Strusto, Voiso, Voloso, Severny, Nedrovo, Daubli, Potekh, etc., spread among a hilly relief. Each lake has its own peculiarities and unique beauty. The total area of the water surface of the lakes amounts to 183 sq. km, or about 10 percent of the territory of the District. Flora of the region numbers more than 800 plant species including about 20 rare and disappearing ones listed in the Red-Data Book of the Republic of Belarus. Typical and unique (relicts included) zoo completes and groupings of several valuable representatives of the animal kingdom are widely represented on the territory of National Park. The main assets of the Braslavsky Lakes Region are aquatic ecosystems with a diverse, and frequently unique, fauna. Braslavshchina lakes lie at the southern border of the range of relic invertebrates - clean water indicators. Also, the lakes possess diverse ichthyofauna. At present, 30 fish species inhabit the place, among them the eel - a food-fish. The territory of the Park accommodates up to 35 percent of the composition of the ornithofauna nesting in Belarus. The most widely represented are the Charadriformes, Galliformes, and large birds of pray. 45 species are found in the Red-Data Book. The group of game-birds is rich both specifically (Tetraonidae, Limicolae, waterfowl) and quantitatively (up to 15 percent of the stock of the entire feathered game? birds of the Lake District are concentrated in the area). The following Red-Data Book species of mammals were found in the territory of the Braslav District: the badger, the lynx, the brown bear, the Hying squirrel. Also frequent are the moose, the wild boar, the roe. The National Park Centre is located in one of the ancient cities of Belarus Braslav. mentioned for the First time in the records at the beginning of the XIth century. The city is situated on the northern shore of the Drivyaty Lake, on a height buried in verdure. A. number of different types of routes are offered to tourists: car-riding, walking, waterways, on horse-back, the duration from one to several days. Also, there is a museum, campings "Slobodka", "Drivyaty", "Zolovo", sauna, camping sites in the lap of nature, yacht-club. 

Pripiatsky Landscape Hydrological Reserve

Pripiatsky Landscape Hydrological Reserve is located in the subzone of broad-leaved-and-pine forests of the European Broad-leaved-forest Domain. Climate is temperate, warm, with a not hot summer and relatively mild alternating with frequent thaws and unsteady snow cover in  winter. 260 km to the south from the City of Minsk and 350 km to the east of Brest, the west border of Belarus, at the very centre of Belarusian Polessie, there lies Pripiatsky State Lands cape-Hydrological Nature Reserve. The headquarters of the Nature Reserve is located in the town of Turov, some 2S km from the Brest-Briansk highway. It was established in 1969. Its area is exceeding 750 sq. km. The relief is Hat, lower and, actually, constitutes an ancient Hood-plain comprising the Pripiat-River bottom land, benches passing in the south into the Huvio-glacial plain. There are several streams and creeks crossing the Nature Reserve from South to North. 30 small lakes are dispersed over its territory. Fauna of the Pripiatsky Reserve runs into 45 mammals species, 256 species of birds, 7 reptiles, 11 amphibians and 37 fishes. Amongst them: the European bison, badger, lynx, black stork, grey crane, short-toed eagle, greater spotted eagle, homed owl, bog turtle, running toad, smooth snake, starlet. Flora is represented by S 26 species of higher plants and more than 200 moss species. The Nature Reserve contains all the types of forest characteristic of Polessye. Of special interest are Hood-plain landscapes where peculiar vegetation complexes have been formed under regular Hoods. These are represented by unique oak groves and ash woods, replaced by black alder and willows at depressions. Amongst them are scattered wonderful small lakes amassed with fish. A number of different types of routes are offered to a tourist: car-riding, walking, waterways, on horse-back, the duration from one to several days. The most intriguing is the waterway tour: it starts from Turov-town or at any other site, runs along the Pripiat River. Guests may acquaint themselves with a unique riverside and its Hood-plain landscapes. Those wishing may have an opportunity to fish. In the Hunting Enterprise "Lyaskovichi", there is a possibility to organize hunting. 

The lake of Naroch

The lake of Naroch is the largest lake in the Republic of Belarus. It is located in Myadel district of Minsk area in the watershed of the Naroch river. The lake is included to Naroch group of lakes. There is also the following lakes in the group: Miastro, Batorino, Blednoye. 

Area - 79,6 sq. km 

Deepest place - 24,08 m 

Length - 12,8 km 

Widest place - 9,8 km 

Length of coastline - 41 km 

Water cubic content - 710 000 000 cub. m 

Watershed area - 199 sq. km 

The lake of Naroch arose some milleniums ago, when the last glacier was receding from the land. On a way of the glacier to North there was Svientsianskaya ridge. The water from dissolution ice formed huge water space. And later, when water level was falling, some separate lakes were formed - Naroch group of lakes. Naroch is a rarely clean lake. It is possible to keep its cleanliness and clarity due to variety of factors. Naroch is a weakly flowing reservoirs. Water comes there from the lake of Miastro through the short channel of Skema. Besides 17 streams fall into Naroch. Mainly water comes into the lake at the expense of atmospheric condensation (60 %) and the lakes of Batorino, Miastro, that are its buffer zone. They balk comings into Naroch of polluting agents. Besides its area (80 sq. km), depth (24 m) and gaunt (13 km) in a direction of prevailing winds, that creates conditions for intensive hashing of water, have great importance for clarification of the lake. There are 22 kinds of fishes in Naroch. The biggest is a pike. The local inhabitants say, that exemplars by the weight of 20 kg occur sometimes. Naroch forests, as well as the lakes, are unique. The undersized Karelian birch with magnificent, freakish crown attracts especial note. Mostly it occurs on western shore of Naroch near the tourist hotel of "Narochanka". Once the Karelian birch grew in the wild forests of Karelia in quantities. However marauding extermination resulted in that it rarely can be met in Karelia, Belarus and the Baltic countries. 

Brest

Brest is situated in the western part of Belarusian Polessye. The first mention about it belongs to 1017. During many years it was famous as Berestye, Berestei. The town arose in a little island, in a crossing through the Bug River. In 1340 Brest was included into the Grand Duchy of Lithuania and after that—into Rzeczpospolita (the Polish - Lithuanian Commonwealth). In 1490 the town got the right for its self-government and later it became the centre of the region. The unification of Catholic and Orthodox was proclaimed in Brest at the end of the XVI century in the territory of Rzechpospolita under supremacy of Catholic. We know this event as "The Brest Uniya". In 1795 Brest was returned to Russia. The town was transformed into a fortress for defence of the western boards of Russia in 1836 and it was transferred from the banks of the Bug to the Muhavets River. At the middle of the 19-th century Brest was famous as a trade town. 

The Brest Fortress was founded on the 1 of June in 1836. The territory of the old town was given for its construction. The Citadel is the main fortification of the fortress. It was placed in the central island and it was surrounded by the Volyn, the Kobrin and the Terespol fortifications. The fortress isn`t merely a remarkable military construction. It is also an interesting architectural complex. The Brest fortress got the universal fame during the Great Patriotic war, because it took the first blow for itself. The courage of the soldiers of the fortress will always be in memory of descendants. 

Troyetskiy Catholic Church is one of the oldest monuments of the Belarusian wooden architecture. It was founded at the end of the 15-th century. And the church was finished only at the end of the 16-th century by the prince Radzivill. 

An interesting historical monuments was kept in Kamenets. It is a sentry tower – " Belaya Vezha " ("The White Tower"). It was built in 1276. Its height is 30 meters. There are underground passages and narrow staircases in the tower. Now there is a museum in it. 

Perhaps, that is why neighbouring forests are called "Belovezhskaya Pushcha". Its area is more than 130 thousand hectares. Flora and fauna of Belovezhskaya Pushcha strike by their variety. There are about 300 types of animals and about 200 types of birds in the natural reserve. Aurochs is the proud of the pushcha. Hunt is allowed for some types of the animals of the natural reserve, but only with licences. 

The ancient Belarusian town Kobrin is situated at a distance of 50 km from Brest. In 1795 Ekaterina II gave as a present the town to the great general Suvorov. Now there is a museum in the house, where Suvorov lived. A historical monument of the Patriotic war of 1812 was kept in Kobrin. Here on the 15 of July the first victory over the Napoleon`s Army was won in the town. That is why the monument was erected. 

Today Brest is a large transport and industrial centre. Kitchen-ranges, carpets, decorative fabrics for upholstered furniture are produced in the town. Networks of the railway and waterway got development in Brest.

Vitebsk

Vitebsk is one of the oldest towns in Belarus. An exact date of its beginning hasn`t been arranged yet. The first mention about it belongs to the 12-th century in connection with a war between the Kiev and the Polotsk Principalities. The prince of Kiev Yaroslav Mudry gave the town on the Vitsba River to the prince of Polotsk Bryacheslav.Vitebsk arose as a fortress for defence against of exterior enemies. It was built on the high bank of the Western Dvina River, where the Vitsba and the Luches Rivers flow into it. Vitebsk often exposed invasions of conquerors, because it had the advantageous geographical position. Its fortifications were formed from the Upper Castle (the 13-th century) and the Lower Castle (the 14-th century). At the end of the 16-th -- the beginning of the 17-th centuries Vzgorskiy Castle was erected as a fortification, too. In 1320 the Vitebsk Principality was included into the structure of Lithuania. Vitebsk regiments took part in the rout of the Tevton Order under Grunvald. At the beginning of the 18-th century, during the Northern War of Sweden against Russia and Poland, Vitebsk was burnt down almost completely. 

Blagoveshchenskaya Church was built at the end of the 12-th century. It is situated in the territory of the former Lower Castle. The former palace of the governor (end of the 18-th century) was the residence of all governors of Vitebsk Province. In 1812 Napoleon stayed here. A monument was built near the palace. It was devoted to the victory of the Russian people in the Patriotic War in 1812. Kazanskaya Church was built in 1760. It is on the right bank of the Western Dvina River. 

Today Vitebsk is a large industrial town in Belarus. Machine-building, production of construction materials the food and the light industries, production of TV-sets are main branches in Vitebsk. Highly qualified specialists are prepared in the pedagogical, medical, veterinary, technological and other institutes. 

Gomel

Belarusian Polessye is situated in the south of the Republic. It occupies more than 500 km from the Western Bug to the Dnieper Rivers. The history of Polessye began from profound antiquity. Such ancient towns as Turov, Pinsk, Mosyr, Gomel appeared on the banks of the rivers. Thanks to advantageous position and trade relations,Gomel is the largest town of Eastern Polessye. It is situated on the banks of the Soge River. The Soge is suitable for navigation. 

The first time Gomel was mentioned in 1142. It called Gomiy that time. The town came into the structure of the Chernigov Prinsipality from the end of the 10-th century and to the middle of the 12-th century. After that it was under dominion of Lithuanian and Polish princes. At the end of the 18-th century Ekaterina II gave it as a present to the famous Russian general Field Marshal Rumyantsev-Zadunayskiy for his merits to the Native country. The town is situated in a picturesque place. In 1785 on a bank of the Soge a stone palace was founded by Rumyantsev. Its construction was finished by the Rumyantsev`s sons and by its next owner -- the prince Paskevich. He got it in 1837 according to an edict of Nikolay I. The palace is a monument of the architecture. A wonderful riverside park is a peculiarity of the palace`s complex. The park`s area is about 25 hectares. It is situated on the precipitous bank of the Soge and the park is divided into two parts by a pond. 

At the end of the 19-th century a cathedral was built near the palace. It was St. Peter`s and Paul`s Cathedral. At the second half of the 19-th century a chapel was constructed. There are the Paskeviches were buried in it. Ilyinskaya church (18-th century) was kept in the town. It is a monument of the wooden architecture. 

Today Gomel is the industrial centre of Belarus. There is the Machine-tool Constructive Plant, the Machine-building Plant, the Bearing Plant, the Chemical Plant, etc. in Gomel. People of many countries of the world know the production of the Agricultural Machine-building Plant "Gomselmach". Manufactured articles from glass, measuring devices are produced in Gomel. The light and the food industries develop in the town. Gomel is a large cultural centre of the Republic. The State University, the Belarusian Institute of Engineers of the Railway Transport, the Polytechnic and Medical institutes prepare future highly qualified specialists. Also Gomel has an athletic complex and a rowing canal. 

Grodno

Grodno is one of the oldest cities in Belarus. It was founded in the 11-th century on the picturesque hilly banks of the Neman River. The city takes the first place among Belarusian towns in safety its monuments. Unique relics and monuments of almost all periods of the human history (beginning from the 12-th century), evidencing the Belarusian people's high culture and great skill, survived in Grodno: the Orthodox Church of St. Boris and Gleb (It's only one church in Belarus, kept from the 12-th century); the Old Castle (an architectural and historical monument of the 16-th century); the New Castle (a historical monument of the 18-th century); catholic churches and cloisters of the 17-18th centuries. The Old Town is one of the most interesting sights of Grodno, where nearly whole city quarters carry architectural styles of different epochs. There are 300 000 inhabitants in Grodno. The city has The Drama Theatre, Puppet-Show; The Historico-Archaelogical Museum, The Museum of the History of Religion, famous for the unique exhibits; The House-Museum of Outstanding Polish writer Eliza Ozheshko and The House-Museum of famous Belarusian poet Maxim Bagdanovich, dating back to the 19-20th centuries; Zoo, where animals from almost all corners of the Earth found home; The State University, 7 institutes, 2 picture-galleries.

Mogilev

Mogilev is one of the oldest towns of the Republic of Belarus. It arose more than 7 centuries ago. In 1267 a castle was founded on a high hill, where the Dubrovenki River flow into the Dnieper River. During the following centuries the town formed around the castle. By the 18-th century Mogilev was transformed into a large trade and handicraft centre. Monuments of the architecture of Mogilev of the 17th-18th centuries are various by their styles. Nikolayevskaya Church (1669) is situated to the east from the centre of the town. It is distinguished with its unique carved wooden iconostas. Stanislav`s Catholic Church is situated in the centre of Mogilev. It is a wooden building of the middle of the 18-th century. Frescos, which cover arches of the church, have the great artistic value. George Konisski`s palace is one of the historical architectural sights, too. A wooden temple of the middle of the 17-th century was kept in Knyazhitsy. It attracts by its unusual building. 

Many dwelling houses and buildings of the end of the 18th-19th centuries also were kept in Mogilev. You can find many interesting things in the town`s environs, too. The villages of Dashkovka and Saltanovka are the places of fights of the Bagration`s army against the Napoleon`s one. Here on the 22—23 of July in 1812 the corps of the General-lieutenant Rayevskiy fought against the French army, which outnumbered the Russian one. The French army was command by Daveau. In 1912 a monument-chapel was set up. The Russian regiments and divisions, which took part in the fight, were enumerated on the walls of the monument. 

A memorial complex, devoted to the victory of Russia over Sweden (the Northern War in 1708), was erected near the village Lesnaya. A bronze eagle, which tear the enemy`s flag, spread its wings on a granite rock. A monument temple was erected, too. It reminds the ancient Russian bond tower. Now there is a museum in the temple. 

The Belarusian town Mstislavl is called "Belarusian Suzdal". The first mention about it belongs to 1156. It was one of the towns of the Smolensk Principality. In 1180 Mstislavl was the centre of a separate principality. It was a place of many historical events. Mstislavl is a highly developed cultural town. There are many monuments of the architecture in Mstislavl. It was famous by its production of ceramic, tile, glass. The architectural image of Mstislavl was defined by a wooden castle with Nicolskiy Temple in the centre, numerous wooden and stone churches, cloisters and towers. Today tourists can see the Castle Mountain and the Girl Mountain, Alexandr Nevskiy`s Church, churches of Jesuits, Nicolayevskiy Cathedral. Names of many famous people associated with the town. E.g., Peter Mstislavets was one of the first slavonic printers (a fellow-compaigner of Ivan Fyodorov), Stepan Polubes (Ivanov) was a remarkable master of tiles. The tsar Peter I decorated Moscow temples with them in the 17-th century. 

Today Mogilev is a modern industrial centre. The chemical, machine-building, metal-working, food and other industries develop in the town. Electric motors, passenger lifts, chemical fibres, etc. are produced in Mogilev. Mogilev is a large cultural centre, too. Pedagogical, machine-building institutes and some technical school prepare specialists of these spheres. 
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London

London is the capital of Great Britain, its political, economic and commercial centre. It is one of the largest cities of the world. Its population is about 8 million.

London is situated on the river Thames. The city is very old. London is divided into four parts: the City, Westminster, the West End and the East End. 

The City is the oldest part of London, its financial and business centre. There are a lot of banks, offices and firms; the Bank of England, the Stock Exchange and the Old Bailey in the City. Few people live in the City but over a million come to work there. St. Paul’s Cathedral and the Tower of London are situated in the City.

Westminster is the aristocratic official part of London. It includes Buckingham Palace, the Houses of Parliament and Westminster Abbey. The Queen lives in Buckingham Palace. Many of kings, queens and other famous people are buried [´berıd] in Westminster Abbey.

The West End is the richest and most beautiful part of London. It is a symbol of wealth and luxury. The best hotels, restaurants, clubs, shops, parks and houses are situated in the West End. English aristocracy lives in this district.

The East End is an industrial district of London. There are a lot of factories and the Port of London in the East End. Working class families live in this district. They have built the palaces of the West End.
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THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is situated on the British Isles. It consists of four parts: England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. England, Wales and Scotland occupy the territory of Great Britain. Northern Ireland is situated in the northern part of Ireland.
The territory of the United Kingdom is about 244,000 square kilometres, it takes the 75th place among other countries in the world. The population is more than 57 million. About 80% of the population is urban. The capital of the country is London. Great Britain is separated from the continent by the English Channel which is 34 km wide in its narrowest point. The country is also washed by the North Sea, the Irish Sea and the Atlantic Ocean.
The surface of Great Britain varies greatly. The northern and western part of the country is mountainous and is called the Highlands. All the rest (south, east and centre) is a vast plain which is called the Lowlands. The mountains are not very high. The rivers are not long. The most important of them are the Severn, the Thames, the Trent. There are many beautiful lakes in the mountainous parts of the country.
The mountains, the Atlantic Ocean and the warm waters of the Gulf Stream influence the climate of Great Britain. It is mild the whole year round.
Great Britain is a highly developed industrial country. It is known as one of the world's largest producers and exporters of iron and steel products, machinery and electronics, chemicals and textile, aircraft and navigation equipment. One of the chief industries of the country is shipbuilding. 7 per cent of the population is engaged in farming.
Great Britain is a country with old cultural traditions and customs. The most famous educational centres are Oxford and Cambridge universities. They are considered to be the intellectual centres of Europe. The education is not free, it is very expensive.
The United Kingdom is a monarchy and the Queen is the head of the state. But in practice it is ruled by the elected government with a Prime Minister at the head. The British Parliament consists of two chambers: the House of Lords and the House of Commons. It sits in the House of Parliament in Westminster.

There are three main political parties in Great Britain: the Labour, the Conservative and the Liberal parties. The Labour party with Antony Blair at the head is the ruling party nowadays. There's no written constitution in Great Britain only precedents and traditions.
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Географические названия
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland — Соединенное Королевство Великобритании и Северной Ирландии
England — Англия
Scotland — Шотландия
Wales — Уэльс
The Northern Ireland — Северная Ирландия The English Channel — принятое в Великобритании название пролива Ла-Манш
Упражнения

I. Ответьте на вопросы.
1. What is the official name of Great Britain?
2. Where is the U. K. situated?
3. What parts does it consist of?
4. What is the territory and the population of the United Kingdom?
5. What city is the capital of the U. K.?    
6. What is the surface of the country?
7. Are there any big rivers and lakes?
8. Why is the climate of the British Isles milder than that of the Continent?
9. The United Kingdom is a highly developed industrial country, isn't it?
10. What goods does the British industry produce?
11. What industrial cities are there in Great Britain?
12. What outstanding people of Great Britain do you know?
13. Are there any big educational establishments in Great Britain?
14. Great Britain is a constitutional monarchy, isn't it?
15. What is the name of the Queen of Great Britain?
16. Is her power limited by Parliament?
17. How many chambers does the British Parliament consist of? What are they?
18. What are the main political parties in Great Bri​tain?
19. Who is the Prime Minister of Great Britain?
20. Which political party does he represent?
II. Составьте предложения, употребляя выделенные слова и словосочетания.
1. The British Isles are washed by the Atlantic Ocean and the North Sea.
2. On the continent the country borders on France.
3. It occupies the territory of about 244,000 square kilometres.
4. Great Britain is a highly developed industrial country.
5. The power in the country belongs to the Queen and the two Houses of Parliament.
III. Спросите своего друга:
— знает ли он официальное название. Великобритании;
— знает ли он, почему страну часто называют Англия;
— знает ли он, кто является премьер-министром Великобритании;
— интересуется ли он политическим устройством страны;
— что он думает о системе образования в стране;
— что он думает о промышленном развитии Великобритании;
— что он думает об уровне жизни англичан.
IV. Закончите следующие предложения.
1. The United Kingdom consists of ...
2. The British Parliament consists of ...
3. There are the following political parties in Great Britain ...
4. There are some famous educational establishments such as ...
5. The United Kingdom is situated on ...
6. The British Isles are washed by ...
7. The Queen's rights are limited by ...
8. The territory of Great Britain is ...
9. The population is ...
V. Переведите предложения на английский язык.
1. Британские острова расположены на континентальном шельфе (shelf). 2. Пролив Ла-Манш отделяет Великобританию от континента. 3. Пролив неширокий, не более 32 километров. 4. Великобритания — одна из наиболее густонаселенных стран мира. 5. Считается, что Шотландия такая же красивая, как и Швейцария. 6. Туристы со всего мира приезжают в эти страны, чтобы полюбоваться красотой пейзажа. 7. Уэльс — один из крупнейших шахтерских районов страны. 8. Великобритания получила большую прибыль (gain profit) от эксплуатации своих колоний. 9. Северная Ирландия была первой колонией Англии. 10. Сегодня Великобритания — крупный производитель железа и стали, электронного и машинного оборудования, текстиля.
VI. Выразите свое согласие или несогласие со следующими утверждениями
1. Great Britain lies about the same distance from the equator as the Crimea.
2. The climate of the country is much milder than that of Belarus.
3. The English Channel separates England from France. On a clear day the French coast can be easily seen from the Downs.
4. The waters of the English Channel are very shallow, and there are many fishing villages along the coast.
5. The highest body of state power in the United Kingdom is the Congress which consists of the Senate and the House of Representatives.
6. Wales is one of the big mining districts in Great Britain. In the towns and villages of Wales you can see thousands of miners.
VII. Прочитайте диалог и скажите, что нового вы угнали о Великобритании.
Teacher:    I've told you that the scenery of Great Britain is very diverse. You can find the fine combinations of low- and highlands, plains and mountains. And what are the highest regions in the country?
Student 1: The highest regions are in Scotland and in the North Wales. The highest peak in Scotland is Ben Nevis, 1343 m. In Wales the highest peak is Snowdon. There is also the Pennine chain in North England with some wild mountains for climbing. Here is Lake District which consists of 16 lakes or «lochs» as they call them. The largest lake is Windermere and the deepest one — Westwater.
Teacher:    That's right. Lakes and rivers are roads of water which are not less important as rail-ways or roads. And now who'd like to speak about English rivers?
Student 2: There are many rivers in Great Britain, but the greatest rivers are the Thames flowing to the East, the Severn to the West and the Trent to the North. The longest river is the Severn — about 200 miles. The busiest river is the Thames. It is also the most beautiful river. The Trent is the fastest.
Teacher:    And who can tell me about the most beautiful lowlands in Britain?
Student 3: I think the South English plain is very attractive. It is not only beautiful but the richest, the most fertile and that's why the. most populated in the country.
VIII. Прочитайте текст и расскажите об истории и достопримечательностях Великобритании.
ACROSS ENGLAND TO SCOTLAND
Britain is a small, beautiful and crowded country, separated from the continent by the English Channel and the Strait of Dover.
Numerous historical and cultural places of interest on its territory remind of the tremendous past of the country.
The island, inhabited by the Celtic tribes (the name Britain probably derives from one of them) long before our era survived the Roman conquest from the first till the fifth centuries of our era, the Anglo-Saxon occupation in the middle of the fifth century, the Danish attacks in the 8th—10th centuries and the Norman invasion in 1066. All these contributed to the evolution of the people who became the English and to the formation of the language that became the English language.
Let's start our tour from the score of Britain, England, from its nearest to the continent part, the Chalk country. The striking feature of this part of England is the gleaming whiteness of the Kentish shore which made the Roman invaders name Britain Albion (Lat. — the white land). It is here that the most ancient building of England, Dover Castle, is situated. Within a few miles there is the jewel of medieval architecture, Bodian Castle, now it is turned into an observatory.
Here you can see Pevensey, a Roman fortress. It was here that William of Normandy pitched his tent in the year 1066. From here he marched to Hastings to meet Harold, the Saxon King, and it was here that William be-came the Conqueror and the Normans became the rulers of England.
If you leave the crowded seashore, you'll soon be in the country. The flowers are so bright here, the fields so rich. The villages are kept like models of bygone days or like museums. Wherever you go, there is a tower or an ancient church outlined against the sky.
One of the oldest cities of England is ancient Canterbury. Canterbury stands on the road of invaders and saw the Romans, the Danes and the Normans passing that way to colonize the country. It is Canterbury and its Cathedral that is the seat of the Archbishop of the Anglican Church. The Cathedral was built by the monks who in 597 of our era came from Rome to peach the Christian faith in the country. The Danes destroyed the cathedral, then the Normans rebuilt it.
The names of famous men Chaucer and his Canterbury Tales and Dickens associate with this ancient place.
Bath is of the greatest interest too as it is the most important Roman relic in England. Bath is the oldest spa (курорт с минеральными водами) in Britain, created by the Romans in the 1st century of our era. The architectural ensemble of the town is unique not only in England but in all Europe.
Oxford and Cambridge are the two Great Universities known all over the world. They are situated in the beautiful cities of Oxford and Cambridge and date back to 12 and 13 centuries. The industrial England is chiefly in the Midlands with the largest cities of Birmingham, Coventry, Wolverhapton, Nottingham, Sheffield and Leeds.
At last we are in Scotland, the land of mountains lost in clouds, valleys, plains and famous lochs. This is the land of romance and most eventful history. Scotland has her own national heroes, they fought in endless battles against the English.
The Romans never managed to conquer the territory of Scotland and they had to build the Great Roman Wall to protect their camps in the northern part of England. One can see this wall separating England from Scotland even now.
Almost all Scotland's history is associated with and reflected in many castles and forts that are to be seen all over the country. Mary Stuart, the Queen of Scots, was born in one of them, Robert Bruce defeated the English here.
Scotland has her own national dress, the kilt, that should be worn only by men, national instruments and dances, national drink, Scotch. It has its own system of education and law. Edinburgh and Glasgow are the two great centres of Scotland. Robert Burns and Walter Scott sang of the beauty of Scotland and its people in their works.
LONDON'S PLACES OF INTEREST

London is not only the political, economic and cultural centre of the United Kingdom. It is the main tourist attraction of the country. There are a lot of places of interest in London which attract thousands of tourists every year. They usually want to see Westminster Abbey, the Houses of Parliament, Buckingham Palace, St. Paul's Cathedral, the Tower of London.

Westminster is now the political centre of London. In the 11th century King Edward the Confessor decided to build a great abbey church there. There are many royal tombs in the Abbey, like the tomb of Edward the Confessor himself, and memorials to famous men and women. The most popular ones are those to writers, poets and musicians in the Poet's Corner. William the Conqueror was crowned there, and since then all the coronations have taken place in the Abbey.

During the reign of Edward the Confessor the Palace of Westminster was built, too. It was the royal residence and also the country's main court. The Parliament met here since the 16th till the 19th century. The present Houses of Parliament were built after the fire in the Palace of Westminster in 1834. There are two houses in the Parliament: the House of Lords and the House of Commons. St. Stephen's Tower of the Houses of Parliament contains the famous Big Ben.

Buckingham Palace is the Queen's official London residence. Londoners usually watch the Changing of the Guards in the forecourt of the palace. It lasts about 30 minutes.

St Paul's Cathedral is Sir Christopher Wren's masterpiece. It was built since 1675 until 1709. It is crowned with a huge dome. Inside the dome there is the famous Whispering Gallery. There are many memorials in the Cathedral, including memorials to Wellington and Nelson.

The Tower of London is associated with many important events in the British history. It has been a fortress, a palace, a prison, a mint. The Tower of London is famous for its prisoners, like Sir Thomas More and Guy Fawkes. The White Tower was built by William the Conqueror to protect the city. The Tower is guarded by «Beefeaters», the Yeomen Guards.

London is noted for its museums and. art galleries. Among them ire the National Gallery, the National Portrait Gallery, the late, the Museum of London, the Museum of 'Moving Image, Madame Tussau's Museum and many others.

LONDON/Cultural Life and Places to Visit

The Arts. London ranks as one of the world's leading cultural centers. It has many professional theaters, whose programs range from musical comedies to the plays of the great English dramatist William Shakespeare. Britain's Royal National Theatre Company presents plays by the world's finest playwrights. The company performs in three theaters in a cultural center on the South Bank. The Barbican Centre, a cultural complex located in the City, houses the Royal Shakespeare Company when it performs in London. This company also stages plays in Stratford-upon-Avon. It specializes in plays by Shakespeare, though it also presents works by other writers.

London has four world-famous symphony orchestras--the BBC (British Broadcasting Company) Symphony, London Philharmonic, London Symphony, and Royal Philharmonic.  Most major concerts are held in the Royal Festival Hall or the Queen Elizabeth Hall, which are part of a South Bank cultural center, or in the Barbican Centre. The Royal Albert Hall, an older concert hall near Kensington Gardens, has a popular series of summer concerts. Britain's national ballet and opera companies perform at the Royal Opera House, at Covent Garden, near the Strand.

London's public art galleries include the National Gallery, on Trafalgar Square; the Tate Gallery, in south Westminster; and the Wallace Collection, housed in a mansion south of Regent's Park. Important visiting art exhibits are held at the Royal Academy of Arts, just west of Piccadilly Circus, and at the Hayward Gallery, a part of the South Bank cultural center.

Museums and Libraries. The British Museum, in the West End, is one of the world's most famous museums.  It houses a priceless collection of objects from ancient civilizations as well as Britain's 15-million-volume national reference library. The library was formerly operated as part of the museum. But in 1973, it became part of the newly formed British Library. The reference collection will eventually be moved to a new building to be built in London.

Other famous museums in London include the Victoria and Albert Museum, which has one of the world's largest collections of decorative art; the Natural History Museum; and the Science Museum. All three are just south of Kensington Gardens. The Museum of London houses the collections of the London Museum and Guildhall Museum. Both collections contain items related to London's history. London has over 400 public libraries, which are run by the City and borough governments.

Palaces. Over the centuries, Britain's rulers have lived in a number of splendid palaces in London. Few of these buildings survive in their original form, and most have been turned into museums or showplaces. For example, the superb royal dining hall called the Banqueting House is almost all that remains of Whitehall Palace. This magnificent palace, located in Whitehall, was a main residence of England's royal family from 1529 to 1698. The famous architect Inigo Jones completed the Banqueting House for King James I in 1622. Today, it is preserved as a showplace.

St. James's Palace, between St. James's Park and Green Park in the West End, was the official royal residence from 1698 to 1837. It now provides office space for the lord chamberlain and various other royal officials as well as apartments for certain members of the royal family. Buckingham Palace has been the official royal residence since 1837. It was originally the home of John Sheffield, Duke of Buckingham, who lived there in the early 1700's. Other famous London palaces include Kensington Palace in Kensington Gardens and Hampton Court Palace in Richmond upon Thames.

The Houses of Parliament, in Westminster, serve as the meeting place of Great Britain's two legislative bodies, the House of Commons and the House of Lords. The buildings are officially called the New Palace of Westminster. They were constructed during the mid-1800's to replace the old palace buildings, which had burned down in 1834. Big Ben, the huge bell in the Clock Tower, has boomed out the hours since 1859. During World War II, German bombs destroyed the House of Commons. It was rebuilt after the war.

The chief survivor of the 1834 fire was Westminster Hall, an assembly hall completed in 1099 and remodeled during the late 1300's. It stands near the center of the Houses of Parliament. A terrorist bomb slightly damaged the hall in 1974.

Churches. St. Paul's Cathedral and Westminster Abbey are the most famous churches in London. St. Paul's serves as the center of the Church of England in London. The great English architect Sir Christopher Wren built the church between 1675 and 1710 to replace the original St. Paul's, which was destroyed in the Great Fire of 1666. The church's huge dome towers 365 feet (111 meters) above the ground. Wren also rebuilt more than 50 other churches destroyed or damaged in the Great Fire.

The history of Westminster Abbey reaches back more than 900 years. In 1066, William the Conqueror was crowned king there. Since then, almost all the country's monarchs have been crowned in Westminster Abbey. The church has been added to and remodeled over the centuries, but some of its present architecture dates from the 1200's.

London has many other famous churches. The oldest is the Chapel of St. John in the Tower of London. It dates from the late 1000's and still has some of its original architecture. Westminster Cathedral, a familiar landmark in the West End, is England's chief Roman Catholic church. It was completed in 1903. 

Squares. Much of London's West End is laid out around a series of squares. The best-known square is Trafalgar Square. The huge Nelson Column towers 185 feet (56 meters) above the square. It consists of a tall granite column topped by a giant stone statue of the British naval hero Horatio Nelson.

Other well-known West End squares include Bedford, Berkeley, Grosvenor, and Russell squares. Large, fashionable homes once lined these squares, and trees and gardens grew in the open space at the center of each square. The central landscaped areas remain. But most of the houses have been turned into hotels, schools, or business offices.

Parks. London's largest parks are the royal parks. These parks once formed part of royal estates but are now set aside for public use. Central London has five royal parks: St. James's Park, Green Park, Hyde Park, Kensington Gardens, and Regent's Park.

St. James's Park and Green Park are noted for their shade trees and walking paths. A broad, tree-lined avenue called the Mall borders St. James's Park on the north and forms the chief route for royal parades. Hyde Park is famous for its great northeastern entranceway, Marble Arch, and for Speakers' Corner, just south of the arch. Large crowds gather at Speakers' Corner to hear people express their opinions on everything from politics to religion. Kensington Gardens has beautiful formal gardens and a famous statue of Peter Pan. An artificially created lake called the Serpentine separates Hyde Park from Kensington Gardens. Londoners use the lake for boating, fishing, and swimming. Regent's Park contains the huge London Zoo.

More than 80 other public parks lie in or near central London.  Battersea Park, in the borough of Wandsworth, offers a variety of attractions, including a popular amusement park.  Kew Gardens, also called the Royal Botanic Gardens, contain one of the world's largest collections of tree and shrub species and hothouse plants.  The gardens are in Richmond upon Thames.

Other Places of Interest. The Tower of London, which borders the City in the borough of Tower Hamlets, is London's oldest landmark. It consists of a group of structures built around a central tower, called the White Tower, and surrounded by two stone walls. The White Tower dates from the late 1000's. The Tower of London has served as a fortress, a palace, and a prison. Today, it is a national monument and museum.

The Inns of Court are Britain's center for the study and practice of law. They consist of four groups of rambling buildings and courtyards just west of the City. Each group houses one of the four Inns of Court: Gray's Inn, Lincoln's Inn, the Inner Temple, and the Middle Temple.  Some of their architecture goes back hundreds of years.

Some places of interest lie outside central London.  For example, the borough of Greenwich has a famous group of buildings designed by Wren for the Greenwich Hospital in the late 1600's.  They now house the Royal Naval College.

Ceremonies. Guards, usually red-coated sentries of the Guards Division, stand watch at Buckingham Palace. Each morning, the famous changing-of-the-guard ceremony takes place in the palace's front courtyard. The royal Household Cavalry also holds a daily changing of the guard at Horse Guards Parade, a parade ground next to the Horse Guards building in Whitehall. Another ceremony takes place at the Tower of London, which is guarded by colorfully outfitted yeomen warders, or beefeaters. Each night at 10 o'clock, the chief warder locks the tower gates and presents the keys to the tower's governor. This custom is nearly 700 years old.

Two of London's most spectacular ceremonies are Trooping the Colour and the Lord Mayor's Show. Trooping the Colour forms part of the queen's official birthday celebration each June. Riding in a horse-drawn carriage, the queen leads the Guards Division and Household Cavalry past cheering crowds along the Mall to Horse Guards Parade.  There, the queen inspects the troops, and the colour (ceremonial flag) is carried in review.

The Lord Mayor's Show takes place in the City on the second Saturday in November to celebrate the election of a new lord mayor. The new mayor, dressed in traditional robes and riding in a horse-drawn coach, leads a parade through the streets of the City.

LONDON'S ARTISTIC ATTRACTIONS

In the sphere of visual art London can supply any visitor a vast range of emotions. The British Museum is an almost incomparable introduction to Egyptian, Greek, and Roman arts in all their branches, from pottery to sculpture; and it can hold its own with antiquity department of the Louvre or the prewar Pergamon Museum in Berlin. The collection has been arranged with great care, and the layout is clear and easy to grasp.

The National Gallery in Trafalgar Square has one of the best balanced picture collections in the world. It can show the progress of Italian painting from the medieval to the mature mastery of Renaissance; some outstanding pictures of the old Roman masters; an excellent choice of Spanish painters, with El Greco, Velasquez, and Ribera leading; a great variety of unsurpassed Dutch and Flemish masters; a most valuable display of French paintings from the early days of the Impressionists; and, of course, the bulk of the finest English painting, with Gainsborough, Turner, Constable, and Reynolds.

The Tate Gallery in Millmank has a collection complementary to that of the National Gallery, for it presents modern masters of England and France. Its collection of French Impressionists is outstanding, and there are some fine examples of modern sculpture. The Victoria and Albert Museum in Brompton Road has a splendid collection mainly of the applied arts, of all countries and periods, also a new Costume Court, and many exhibits of interest to any student of the visual arts.

There are great treasures dispersed in private collections throughout the country; the Queen's collection is the most valuable among them.

THE LIBRARIES OF LONDON

London is one of the most literary-minded cities in the world. It would be hard to think of a subject which has not got a library devoted especially to it.

Let us start with the highest library in London, the Capitular Library of St. Paul's Cathedral. To reach it, you must be prepared for a long climb, for it is situated right up near the Whispering Gallery which encircles the base of the cathedral dome.

The origin of the library dates back to the seventh century, but all its books, with the exception of some books printed before 1500 and six manuscripts, were destroyed in the Great Fire of London in 1666. The archives, however, were preserved. The Library was refounded after the Fire and the collection was built up again by gift and purchase during the 17th and 18th centuries.

From the highest library in London to the biggest — which, of course, is that of the British Museum. The British Museum Library contains about six million books and the large circular Reading Room is in the centre of the Museum building. In the Reading Room is a reference section of 30,000 volumes on open shelves and also the catalogues for the whole library.

In 1841 the London Library in St. James Square was founded — a library of about 600,000 volumes, mainly devoted to the humanities and fine arts.

Guildhall Library founded in 1425, maintained by the City of London Corporation, is the largest public general library in London. It has a very extensive collection, including many thousand original records, relating to every aspect of London history and topography.

Each of the London boroughs maintains a public library service. Holborn's Central Library, for example, is housed in a fine new building which was opened in 1960 and has attracted interested visitors from all parts of the world. It has over 150,000 books (lending and reference), as well as over 5,000 gramophone records of musical works and language instruction. 1960 also saw the opening of Kensington's new Central Library, the largest municipal public library building in London.

THE CITY OF LONDON

THE CITY

The City is the heart of London, its commercial and business part. Numerous banks, off ices, firms and trusts are concentrated there. The area of the City is about a square mile. It is an area with a long and exciting history, and it is proud of independence and traditional role as a centre of trade and commerce. The City does not refer to the whole of central London but rather to a small area east of the centre, which includes the site of the original Roman town.

The City of London is one of the major banking centres of the world and one can find the banks of many nations here. Here, too, you can find the Bank of England, the Stock Exchange and Lloyds, the most famous insurance company in the world.

Only five thousand people live in the City. Before and after the business hours the streets of the City are crowded with more than a million people who come there to work.

LORD MAYOR OF LONDON

The Mansion House, the official residence of the Lord Mayor, is also in the City. Since the time of Richard Whittington, who was the Mayor of London in 1397, 1398, 1406 and in 1419, the election of a new Lord Mayor of London has been celebrated by a pageant, known as the Lord Mayor's Show. This is held every year on November 9. On this day the new Lord Mayor rides through the streets of London in his splendid coach, drawn by six horses.

In the thirteenth century, after the citizens of London had chosen a new Mayor, they had to go with him to the King's palace in Westminster and ask the king to approve their choice.

Today the procession starts in the City and goes past St. Paul's Cathedral as far as the boundary of the City of Westminster. It crosses the boundary and stops at the Law Courts, where the Lord Mayor is presented to the Lord Chief Justice. The Mayor makes a solemn promise to carry out his duties faithfully, and the Lord Chief Justice hands the Mayor his sword of office. Then the procession continues to Westminster, and returns to the Mansion House, which is the Lord Mayor's official residence.

FLEET STREET

Fleet Street has been the meeting place for newspaper men since the 18th century, when writers met to talk in its coffeehouses. And up to now Fleet Street is the Street of news.

Fleet Street is now the centre of journalists and newspaper men. Offices of most English daily and evening papers are situated in this street.

Fleet Street is the centre of Britain's national newspapers. The Daily Telegraph and the Daily Express have their offices here, and The Times, The Guardian and many others are nearby.

Publishing houses of many big foreign newspapers are also there. Fleet Street is busy day and night. It is packed with vans, cars, motorcycles, newsboys every day between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. when the latest news is ready to go out all over the world.

THE TOWER OF LONDON

The City is the oldest part of the capital. Among the first historic buildings is the Tower of London, built in 1087.

The history of London is closely connected with the Tower. They say that London is the key to England and the Tower is the key to London. The Tower of London was founded by William the Conqueror. It was begun with the aim of protecting Londoners from invasion by the river. Since then the Tower has served as fortress, palace, state prison and royal treasury, now it is a museum. During the reign of Henry VII part of it became a menagerie, and it was one of the citizens' entertainments to watch a bear being led to the water's edge to catch salmon. It is now over a century since a Thames salmon was caught — although as late as the 1820s the fish sold at Billingsgate were all caught locally.

Tower Bridge is close by the Tower of London and also is St. Paul's Cathedral, the greatest of English churches.

ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL

Everybody coming to London for the first time wants to see St. Paul's Cathedral. This is the third cathedral with this name which London has had. The two others were burnt down, the first in 1086 and the second in 1666.

Christopher Wren was an architect who had already built many buildings. Now, in 1675, he started on his greatest work. For 35 years the building of St. Paul's Cathedral went on, and Wren was an old man before it was finished.

From far away you can see the huge dome with a golden ball and cross on the top. The inside of the cathedral is very beautiful. After looking around, you can climb 263 steps to the Whispering Gallery, above the library, which runs round the dome. It is called this because if someone whispers close to the wall on one side, a person with an ear close to the wall on the other side can hear what is said. Then, if you climb another 118 steps, you will be able to stand outside the dome and look over London.

But not only can you climb up, you can also go down underneath the cathedral, into the crypt. Here are buried many great men, including Christopher Wren himself, Nelson and others.

TOWER BRIDGE

This bridge built in 1894, is still in daily use even though the traffic in and out of the London wharves has increased to an extraordinary extent during the course of the 20th century.

Even today Tower Bridge regulates a large part of the impressive traffic of the Port of London. Due to a special mechanism, the main traffic-way consisting of two parts fixed to two hinges at the ends can be lifted up. In this way, the entrance and departure of extremely large vessels is possible, and allows them to reach the Pool of London.

While the central stay measures 142 feet, each bascule to be raised weighs 1,000 tons. Nowadays the pedestrian path is closed. This footpath crossing which used to be allowed was by the upper bridge which connected the top of each tower, situated at a height of 142 feet above the waters of the famous Thames.

Tower Bridge commands wide and magnificent views of both the city and the river. After Tower Bridge, the wharves of London extend until Tilbury. The gigantic port of this city, which has one of the heaviest movements of ocean-going traffic in the entire world, occupies practically the whole of the Thames from Teddington. It is virtually impossible to get a complete idea of its colossal extention. In fact it is one wharf after another, apparently continuing endlessly.

There is one way to form a closer idea of the grandiosity of this port: to view it from Tower Bridge on a clear day. To get the most accurate idea of its formidable extension and complexity, one can recommend taking one of the boats that during the summer months are organized to ply popular sightseeing trips along the Thames.

DOWN THE RIVER THAMES

The visitor to London who has a feeling for history, particularly maritime history, should take a boat at Westminster pier and sail down the river Thames to Greenwich.

The trip lasts about forty minutes and takes you through the Port of London. You go past St. Paul's Cathedral and the Tower of London, under Tower Bridge and into the Pool of London, with the bustle of cranes and ships unloading. Farther on, the view is of grim warehouses, grimy wharves and groups of barges moored in the centre of the river. Then, suddenly, as you round a bend in the river, the scene changes dramatically. You see a magnificent three-masted sailing ship. It is the Cutty Sark, the last and most famous of the sailing clippers, now permanently berthed and open daily to visitors. Beyond the Cutty Sark you see, set in green lawns, the colonnades and columns, the courts and twin domes of what seems to be a magnificent eighteenth-century palace.

The palace you see from the river was built by Christopher Wren, the architect of St. Paul's Cathedral. For nearly a hundred years it has been the Royal Naval College for the higher education of naval officers. In the south-west block is the Painted Hall, so called because of the effective paintings on its walls and ceilings. In another part of the building is the National Maritime Museum, where all aspects of naval history can be studied at leisure. Behind the museum is Greenwich Observatory. The Royal Observatory was established at Greenwich nearly three hundred years ago, primarily for the assistance of navigation, and the zero meridian of longitude which passes through it is marked on a path to the north. Owing to the growing pollution of the atmosphere at Greenwich, the observatory was transferred several years ago to the country.

WESTMINSTER

Westminster is another central and important part of London. Most governmental buildings are situated there. On the left bank of the Thames is Westminster Palace, famous as the Houses of Parliament. It is the seat of the British Parliament. The Clock Tower with the hour-bell called "Big Ben" is known the world over.

THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT

The Houses of Parliament constitute perhaps the most popular and widely spread image of London, known and recognized throughout the whole world. In this famous palace are also many meeting halls and various parliamentary offices.

The Palace of Westminster, together with Victoria Tower and the Clock Tower – which houses the most famous clock in the world, Big Ben — form an unmistakable architectural complex. But the Towers and the Houses of Parliament are not only associated architecturally, but also in the democratic spirit that rules the political life developed in the House of Commons, for, if Parliament is sitting — British parliamentary debates constitute an exemplary political spectacle — the flag flies on top of Victoria Tower during the whole day. If the debates go on during the night — which quite often happens in the dynamic parliamentary life of Great Britain, especially if matters highly important for the nation are being discussed — a light burns above Big Ben in the Clock Tower. This light at night and the flag during the day-time signal for the people of London that the members of Parliament each from his own political point of view, are watching over the nation s interests.

The Houses of Parliament can be visited by the public. The entrance is through the door located at the foot of Victoria Tower and next to the Royal Arch. Visitors start at the Royal Gallery and then go to the House of Lords. Here there is the historical Woolsack, where the Lord Chancellor takes his place to preside over the sittings. From here, visitors proceed towards the Central Corridor, crossing the Antechamber of the Lords. The historical frescos that decorate the walls of the Central Corridor are very interesting. Passing from here visitors arrive at the Antechamber of the Commons and then continue to the actual Commons itself.

At the end of the House of Commons is the Speaker's Chair, on the right side of which the members of the parliamentary majority sit. The members of the groups that form the Opposition sit on the left, directly facing the Government benches.

Another interesting point in the Houses of Parliament is St. Stephen's Hall, which is decorated with very valuable frescos. From St. Stephen's Hall one reaches Westminster Hall. It is one of the oldest buildings in London.

BIG BEN

Why is this bell called "Big Ben"? When the great bell was cast in London foundry in 1858, the question of its name was discussed in Parliament. One member said, "Why not call it Big Ben?"

There was much laughter among the members because the man in charge of public buildings was Sir Benjamin Hall, a very tall, stout man whose nickname was "Big Ben".

From that time the bell has been known as Big Ben. The bell is 7 foot 6 inches high, and 9 foot 6 inches across the mouth. It weighs 13.5 tons (about the same as two double-decker buses). "Big Ben" is the name of the bell only — not the clock, and not the tower.

WESTMINSTER ABBEY

The great glory of Westminster is, of course, the Abbey. Ancient tradition claims that St. Peter founded the first church here, but the Abbey's 900 years of existence since its dedication go back to Edward the Confessor. Henry III rebuilt the earlier church and the present building dates from his reign. If you have never visited the Abbey before, try to go in slowly and look about carefully. For the immediate effect, as you follow the wonderfully vaulted roof along the length of the nave, is a startling and breathtaking beauty. There is an element of greatness here that is not just concerned with size and height.

POETS' CORNER

Many visitors to the Abbey are attracted to Poets' Corner, with its memorials to great men of letters. Many outstanding statesmen, painters, writers and poets are buried there. Among them are Charles Dickens, Thomas Hardy, Rudyard Kipling and others. Chaucer, who is buried in the Abbey, is remembered here. So are Spenser, Dryden, Ben Jonson, and Milton. There are also memorials to Shakespeare, Burns, Byron, Walter Scott, Thackeray and to the American poet Longfellow. A full length statue of Shakespeare by Scheemakers was erected in 1741, and just opposite is a monument to the actor David Garrick. He is aptly shown parting the curtains. Dr Johnson is represented with a magnificent bust by Nollekens, and there is a remarkable rendering of Blake's life-mask by Epstein.

Nearly all English kings and queens have been crowned in Westminster Abbey.

WHITEHALL

The street called Whitehall stretches from Parliament Square to Trafalgar Square. Just as Westminster or the Palace of Westminster frequently stands for the Houses of Parliament, so Whitehall is often used as a name for the Civil Service.

Downing Street, which is a small side street off Whitehall, is the home of the Prime Minister, who lives at number ten. Next door at number eleven lives the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who is responsible for financial planning and the British economy. Just around the corner in Whitehall itself are all the important ministries: the Foreign Office, the Ministry of Defence, the Home Office and the Treasury.

In the middle of Whitehall is the Cenotaph where the Queen lays the first wreath of poppies on Remembrance Day. On that day each year the people of Britain remember their dead from the two world wars of this century by wearing a red paper poppy.

SCOTLAND YARD

Scotland Yard is the headquarters of the Metropolitan Police in London. To most people, its name immediately brings to mind the picture of a detective — cool, collected, efficient, ready to track down any criminal with complete confidence that he will bring him to justice, or a helmeted police-constable — that familiar figure of the London scene and trusty helper of every traveller from overseas.

Scotland Yard is situated on the Thames Embankment close to the Houses of Parliament and the familiar clock tower of Big Ben, and its jurisdiction extends over 740 square miles with the exception of the ancient City of London, which possesses its own separate Police force.

One of the most successful developments in Scotland Yard's crime detection and emergency service has been the "999 system". On receipt of a call 999 Room operator ascertains by electronic device the position of the nearest available police car, which is contacted by radio. Almost instantly, a message is also sent by teleprinter to the police stations concerned, so that within seconds of a call for assistance being received, a police car is on its way to the scene and all neighbouring police stations have been notified.

Apart from the 999 Room, one of the most interesting places in Scotland Yard is the Map Room. Here is the General Crime Map, the Deaths by Violence Map, the Accidents Map and the Vehicles Recovered Map.

An old-established section of the Metropolitan Police is the Mounted Branch, with its strength of about 200 horses stabled at strategic points. These horses are particularly suited to ceremonial occasions, for they are accustomed to military bands.

An interesting branch of Scotland Yard is the branch of Police Dogs, first used as an experiment in 1938. Now these dogs are an important part of the Force. One dog, for example, can search a warehouse in ten minutes, whereas the same search would take six men an hour.

There is also the River Police, or Thames Division, which has its own crime investigation officers who handle all crimes occurring within its river boundaries.

There are two other departments of Scotland Yard — the Witness Room (known as the Rogues' Callery) where a photographic record of known or suspected criminals is kept, and the Museum, which contains murder relics, forgery exhibits and coining moulds.

The name "Scotland Yard" originates from the plot of land adjoining Whitehall Palace where, in about the 14th century, the royalty and nobility of Scotland stayed when visiting the English Court.

The popular nickname of the London policeman "bobby" is a tribute to Sir Robert Peel, who introduced the police force in 1829, and whose Christian name attached itself to members of the force.

THE WEST END

The West End is the richest and most beautiful part of London. The West End is the name given to the area of central London north from the Mall to Oxford Street. Fine buildings, theatres, museums and big shops can be found in the West End. The best streets and parks of the capital are there too.

TRAFALGAR SQUARE

This is one of the nerve-centres of London. It was named Trafalgar Square to commemorate the historical naval victory won on the 21st of October 1805 by the British fleet under the command of Horatio Nelson over the combined French-Spanish fleet commanded by Villeneuve. The battle took place at Cape Trafalgar in the mouth of the Straits of Gibraltar and lasted several hours. Nelson was fatally wounded by a shot which broke his backbone. He died on board his flagship the Victory, but not before being told that he had won the battle.

Nelson's Column, with the statue of Admiral Lord Nelson on top, rises in the centre of Trafalgar Square. This most impressive monument is 170 feet (about 52 m) tall. The statue of Nelson itself, placed facing towards the sea he loved, measures 17 feet (more than 5 m) in height.

To the north-east of Trafalgar Square there is the building that houses the National Gallery of Art — one of the most important Art Galleries in the world — and behind is the National Portrait Gallery.

Quite often the square becomes the location for meetings and in it crowds of Londoners congregate to celebrate political rallies. So it can be said that Trafalgar Square is the heart from which the beat is emitted to all the Londoners.

There are many pigeons in the square and Londoners like to feed them. Everybody knows that the dove is the symbol of peace all over the world.

PICCADILLY CIRCUS

Piccadilly Circus is the centre of night life in the West End. This is one of the most popular meeting points of London, probably second only to Trafalgar Square. It is actually quite small, and most people are rather disappointed when they see it for the first time because they had imagined it would be much bigger. Piccadilly Circus is a dynamic and picturesque place with a happy and lively cosmopolitan atmosphere. There stroll people who come from the most far-flung countries in the world, of all races, dressed in their national clothes. Groups of people like to gather around the foot of the statue of Eros, the god of love, work of Sir Alfred Gilbert. They form a brightly colourful picture. Piccadilly Circus is a West End shopping centre. There are many shops with big advertisements, belonging to different foreign firms there.

THE ROYAL ACADEMY

Behind an Augustan façade off London's Piccadilly lies .a treasure-house of beauty and colour. This is Burlington House — the home of the Royal Academy of Arts since 1869, whose exhibitions attract thousands of visitors every year.

The Royal Academy's services to the arts began nearly 200 years ago. In 1768 a group of leading painters, sculptors and architects presented a memorial to King George II, seeking his interest in promoting an institution dedicated to encouraging art through a school of design and the holding of an annual exhibition of contemporary work.

The Academy's prime purpose is teaching art to a number of Britain's most talented students. About 100 students attend the Academy Schools and are trained in the Schools of Painting and Drawing, Sculpture and Architecture. They are selected by competitive examination from young men and women who have spent two or more years at London or provincial art schools.

The two principal public attractions of the Royal Academy are the famous series of Winter Exhibitions and the annual Summer Exhibition. From time to time the Academy also organizes special exhibitions in its smaller Diploma Gallery, which takes its name from the "diploma works" which every Royal Academician must present on election.

BUCKINGHAM PALACE

With its architecturally defined profile, this is one of London's most popular historical buildings. Buckingham Palace was built in 1703 for the Duke of Buckingham. Later restored by Nash, the present façade was planned by Sir Aston Webb in 1913. At the west end of the Mall, Buckingham Palace is the London residence of the Sovereign. When the Queen is here, the royal standard flutters over the palace. The Royal Mews, in Buckingham Palace Road, house the coaches and horses used on all state occasions and are open to the public on Wednesday and Thursday. The Queen's Gallery, also in Buckingham Palace Road, has special exhibitions from the Royal collection and may be visited every day except Monday. In its entirety, the Palace and the beautiful gardens which surround it occupy an area of approximately 40 acres. Altogether this is one of the most interesting places in London for the tourist.

The ceremony of the Changing of the Guard that takes place daily at eleven o'clock in the morning, constitutes one of the pageants that provokes most interest among tourists. Every day a large crowd of people gather to see this famous and traditional ceremony. It is an event that, in spite of its regularity, appears vested with that solemn classical ritual, of purely British flavour, that confers on the protocol surrounding the monarchy of the United Kingdom an appearance which is nobly aristocratic, and yet lively and popular at the same time. It is something typically and intimately part of London's character.

HYDE PARK

London is a city in which green spaces abound. Hyde Park is one of the most popular and most frequented points in London. In one corner is located the old residence of the Duke of Wellington, Apsley House, now Wellington Museum. Along one side of Hyde Park runs Park Lane, by which one can arrive at Marble Arch, not far from where is Speaker's Corner, universally renowned as the place where numerous speakers propound the most extraordinary ideas in front of the most heterogeneous public. Hyde Park is the largest park in London: including the adjoining Kensington Gardens, the length and breadth of the Park extend over an area of 636 acres. Hyde Park has a large and most attractive lake called the Serpentine, whose area of 41 acres is used to swim in and to quietly row on in summer.

Another attraction of Hyde Park is the horse-riding lane known as Rotten Row, which is a mile and a half long. The large green expanse of Kensington Gardens with its many trees and flowers, its gracious Round Pond and the lovely statue of Peter Pan, work of Trampton, also constitutes a most attractive spectacle. Other well known and important parks are Regent's Park, Green Park, St. James's Park and Kennington Park, all of which provide for the Londoners tranquil, relaxing spots in which to stroll or play. There are many swans in London parks and gardens and according to the tradition they are considered to be the property of the Royal family.

THE ARTS IN BRITAIN

The arts in Britain are flourishing, and present a varied and lively picture. London has become an international forum of the arts, with major exhibitions of painting and sculpture and theatre, opera and ballet companies and orchestras drawing large audiences. Throughout Britain there are festivals and centres of artistic activity — among them the Edinburgh International Festival, the music festivals at Aldeburgh, Windsor and Cheltenham and opera at Glyndebourne.

The spread of musical interest in Britain owes much to the British Broadcasting Corporation with its daily music programme and its partial financing of the Promenade Concerts at the Royal Albert Hall, London.

There are over 900 museums and art galleries in Britain and art exhibitions are shown all over the country through the Arts Council, which distributes government grants for music, drama, painting and sculpture. Local authorities play an important part in encouraging the arts, supporting galleries, orchestras and arts centres — an example is the ambitious Midlands Art Centre for young people in Birmingham.

British artists, writers, musicians and architects exert a powerful influence abroad. Notable figures include sculptors Henry Moore and Anthony Caro, painters Francis Bacon and Graham Sutherland and, among younger artists, Richard Smith, winner of a major international prize in 1967, Richard Hamilton, who painted the first "pop" picture, and Bridget Riley, internationally known artist whose work has also inspired fashion.

British music owes-much to the composer Benjamin Britten, whose influence has produced a new school of British opera. In architecture the work of Sir Basil Spence (Coventry Cathedral, Sussex University) and the collective work of modern British architects in housing and town planning are outstanding.

Literature presents great diversity. Poetry has received fresh stimulus from regional movements including the Liverpool poets, who write for public performance. Among novelists of worldwide reputation are Graham Greene, Angus Wilson, William Golding, Iris Murdoch and Muriel Spark.

Education

The constitution guarantees all Belorussian citizens the right to an education. Secondary schooling is not only free and universal for children of school age, but it is compulsory. The opportunity to further education is open to all.

There are secondary schools, vocational (specialized), evening schools, technical and higher schools.

For the first nine years at school all children receive the same education, which gives them a broad road for further study in whatever direction they may choose. So after the ninth form, young people may transfer to another school according to their special interest in mathematics, computer programming, physics or foreign languages. 

They can enter three-year school called a technical school (technicum) which gives a general education as well as preparation for a profession. 

There are specialized (vocational) schools with two or three year courses. The three year courses include the same general subjects which give the students the school certificate of education in addition to a certificate in the speciality they have chosen. 

After you receive your school-leaving certificate you can have entrance examination. After technical school you may also enter an institute if you want to continue your studies. There are full-time, part-time and extra-mural departments in the most technical and higher educational establishments. 

In accordance with the scientific and technological revolution the modernization of teaching is held. Nowadays a long side with the state educational schools where education is free there are private educational institutions. But the curriculum is the same for all school-goers. In state running educational institutions stipends are given to students. But students of commercial universities and institute must pay for their education. 

The most important examination in secondary schools is the General Certificate of Education – G.C.E. or the General Certificate of Secondary Education – G.C.S.E.

The importance of the G.C.E. lies in the fact that success in it at some level is recognized as a minimum qualification for entry to universities and colleges. 

Education in Great Britain
The quality of a country’s future life, commercially, industrially and intellectually, depends on the quality of its education system. From the end of the World War II the state in the United Kingdom provides a full range of free educational facilities.

In England schooling is compulsory for children aged from 5 to 16. Any child may attend, without paying fees, a school provided by the public authority, and the great majority attends such schools. A limited number of schoolchildren attend fee-paying schools called “public”, though they are in fact private schools.

At five years old, the age at which education becomes compulsory, children go to infant schools until they are seven and then go to junior schools until the age of 11. Over 80% of all primary schools are mixed.

Some junior schools carry out a policy of streaming. Pupils are streamed, according to their abilities to learn, into A, B, C and D streams – the brightest children go to the A stream and the least gifted to the D stream.

At the age of eleven children start the second stage of their education. They go to local secondary schools.

State schools are divided into the following types: grammar schools (children show a preference for academic subjects), technical schools (most courses are either commercial or technical), modern schools (boys and girls who are interested in working with their hands and learning in practical way can go to these schools).

Nowadays most of the secondary schools in Great Britain became comprehensive schools. These schools usually combine all types of secondary education. The Comprehensive school takes all children over eleven. In these schools children are not separated according to ability. Almost 50% of all secondary schools are single sex. In these schools children are not separated according to ability.

At 16 pupils take a national exam called “GCSE” (General Certificate of Secondary Education) and then they can leave school if they wish. This is the end of compulsory education.

There are also many schools which the state doesn’t control. They are private schools. They charge fees for education of children, and many of them are boarding schools, at which pupils live during the term time.

After leaving school many young people go to colleges of further education to study for more practical diplomas (hairdressing, typing, mechanics).

At 18 pupils pass a national exam called “A” level (Advanced Level). Universities and colleges of higher education accept students with “A” level from 18.

On graduating, the students can enter universities, colleges, polytechnics or other higher educational establishments.

There are about 90 universities in Britain. They are divided into these types: the old universities (Oxford, Cambridge and Edinburgh Universities); the 19th century universities such as London and Manchester Universities; and new universities.

Full courses of study offer the degree of Bachelor of Arts or Science. Most degree courses at universities last 3 years, language courses 4 years. Medicine and dentistry courses are longer (5-7 years).

Students may receive grants from their Local Education Authority to help pay for books, accommodation, transport and food. This grant depends on the income of their parents.

Most students live away from home, in flats or halls of residence.

Students don’t usually have a job during term time because the lectures, seminars, classes or tutorials are full time.

University life is considered “an experience”. The exams are competitive but the social life and living away from home are also important. The social life is excellent with a lot of clubs, parties, concerts, bars.
Our Institute

The Managers’ Training Institute is one of the youngest institutions of higher education in Belarus. It was founded in 1992. At present there are only two faculties at our Institute: the Foreign Economic Relations and Enterprise Faculty and the Correspondence Faculty, but I think it will turn into one of the largest institutions of our country. Our Institute prepares specialists of such specialties as: management in commerce, construction, services, marketing, tourism, business administrating, interpreters-readers. Our students acquire knowledge in different fields of national economy: internal trade, foreign trade, hotel services, tourism, etc.

The Institute course lasts 6 years. The academic year begins on the first of September and ends in June. It is divided into two terms: winter term and summer term. The term is divided between theoretical and practical work: we have a few weeks of lectures followed by seminars. Twice a year (in January and June) we have end-of-term credits and exams. 

Students should work hard during the academic year. They must attend lectures and tutorials, mustn’t miss seminars and practice. They must take and pass examinations and credit tests in time.

As to me I do well because I want to become a good specialist.

My English Studies

Learning a foreign language is not an easy thing. It is a long and slow process that takes a lot of time and efforts.

We began studying English in the fourth form of the secondary school. We started with ABC, transcription and sounds. Then we learned some English words, conversational phrases and dialogues by heart, read and translated easy texts.

I am glad we continue to learn English at the Institute. During the lessons we work at specialized texts on economy and finance, at newspaper’s clippings and articles. Once a week we work in the language laboratory listening to the recorded tapes and doing laboratory works.

From lesson to lesson we improve our knowledge, learn more and more new words, grammatical structures and put them into practice of speaking. We enjoy our English classes and prepare carefully for them. At home we try to listen to different educational programmes over the radio, watch English films on TV.

Now we are able not only to read and translate texts but also to discuss their contents in English, to communicate with one another. We are sure to know English today is absolutely necessary for every educated person, for every good specialist.

WHAT IS MANAGER?

Management demands much knowledge of economics and business. General functions of any managerial system at any managerial level are planning, directing and controlling. Managers are those people who are responsible for making and carrying out decisions within the system, they directly supervise people in an organization. A manager sets objectives and decides what has to be done to reach these objectives. He makes the objectives effective by communicating them to the people that responsible for various jobs.

Some basic characteristics seem to apply to managers in all types of organizations; they include hard work on a variety of activities, preference for active tasks, direct personal relationships. Managing is a hard job, for there is a lot to be done and relatively little to do it.

A number of different terms are used for “manager” including “director”, “administrator”, “president”. The term ”manager” is used more frequently in profit-making organizations, while the others are used widely in government and non-profit organizations such as universities, hospitals and social work agencies. 

When used collectively the term “management” refers to those people who are responsible for making and carrying out decisions within the system. 

As a rule a private company has only one director. A public company must have at least two directors. A corporation is headed by board of directors elected by shareholders. The directors appoint one of them to the position of managing director who is responsible for day-to-day running of the company. Some companies also have assistant general managers. Many directors have also deputies. Big companies have many managers heading departments. They are responsible to the managing director. There can be following department managers: sales manager, marketing manager, industrial engineering manager etc. Career opportunities in management are generally found in three areas: managing people, marketing management and financial management.

A CAREER IN BUSINESS

Many office workers dream of working their way up to the top from messenger to president of the corporation. The way lies through middle management positions. Middle management includes junior executives, who may recommend action to top management or see that the company’s policy are being carried out. At the very top are senior executives, who establish the policies for their companies, especially those that involve finances. The top managers of large corporations have a great deal of power and influence.

It is still possible to start out at the bottom and go all the way to the top. Because the financial operation of business is so important, some accountants become top executives. In companies where technology is important, people with an engineering background can also rise to the top. Nowadays, however, education plays a central role in the selection of men and women for management jobs. Many US universities have courses in business administration. The graduates of these courses often start out in middle management jobs. From there they can easily be promoted if they show the necessary personality and ability. 

MANAGING PEOPLE. APPLYING FOR A JOB.

If the small business entrepreneur is going to have a growing and successful business, that person must understand how to manage one of the business’s most important recourses, people.

The main objective of the personnel function is to recruit and maintain an efficient work force. This calls for the effective management of people, ensuring a good relationship between people and fostering opportunities for individual development.

The finding and keeping of good employees is not easy. 

A small business owner should aim to hire those individuals who are best qualified to fill the job requirements. The education, experience and personality of each candidate must be carefully considered. The selection of effective personnel is essential if a business is to grow and prosper. Before selecting an employee, the following points need to be considered:

- a description of the job to be fulfilled.

- A source of applicants.

- A basis for selecting the best candidate.

- A training program for the individual after hiring.

Position description has two parts. The first is a job description, which includes the main tasks and responsibilities of the position. The second part is called the job specification. This part defines the education, work experience, skills, and abilities the individual must have in order to perform the job effectively.

Sources of employees. It is better to seek out applicants for employment rather than wait for them to come to your business. Recruiting is the practice  of actively seeking workers rather than  waiting  for them to come to you. A number of sources of possible workers are: 

- Suppliers are good source of possible applicants.

- Private and public employment agencies, usually for a fee, can help find the right applicant.

- High schools, vocational and technical schools, business schools, and colleges offer assistance to employers.

- “help wanted” advertisements for applicants in the classified section of newspapers are beneficial, but they must be specific about the job requirements.

- Additional sources of personnel include radio and television announcements, and referrals from your employees, your friends,  business associates, and customers. 

The application form. Application forms should fit the needs of the company and conform to the law. Their purpose is to furnish the personnel manager with enough information about applicants so that a judgment as to their qualifications for a job can be made.  Only questions referring to a person’s ability  to perform a job are permissible. 

The employment interview. Before conducting an interview, the interviewer should become familiar  with the application. Then the applicant should be put at ease and encouraged to discuss items on the application which need to be clarified. The interviewer should take enough  time to obtain information on which to base a decision. 

Testing the applicant. Many forms of tests are used to determine an applicant’s aptitudes, attitudes, skills and suitability for employment. The nature of the work to be performed determines  the type  of test to be used. 

References. Before deciding to hire an individual, the references which have been provided should be checked. References are persons who have known the applicant for some time and their information may be helpful.

Employee training includes any activity that provides information or the development of skills that improves the employee’s performance. 

Training usually either on-the-job or formal. On –the –job training an employee usually receives after being hired  is an orientation  to the company and the job. This training may consist of an employee manual plus some information provided by the employee’s boss. Formal training refers to organized instruction in a workshop or classroom situation. One of the best sources for the small business  employer can be found in adult educational programs. These programs benefit both the  employer  and trainee as they are of high quality  and are usually free. Other forms of education, such as special or technical university courses, are sometimes useful in upgrading specific employees.

MY FUTURE PROFESSION

There are many interesting and useful professions and it’s not an easy task to choose the right one.

Choosing a career is probably one of the most important decisions you will ever make. Most people spend a greater part of their lives at work. For that reason you should do a lot of thinking about who you are, about the things you like to do and the things you can do well.

Every profession is honourable. Society needs doctors, drivers, teachers, scientists, shop-assistants, engineers, etc.—people to work in different spheres of life.

It goes without saying that when choosing a job many factors should be taken into consideration: future employment, good and steady wages and salaries, good working conditions, job-satisfaction, opportunities to travel and to see much, etc. These factors are important to learn the profession very well and to establish yourself in life. Most people share opinion that a profession is good if it brings in money. A person who has enough money has few worries because he can solve all life’s problems, he can travel a lot, enjoy better life, etc. To my mind, it is good to have enough money for your work but if you can’t find dignity and satisfaction in work, money is nothing. So I think that the most important criterion is job-satisfaction.

I made my choice long ago. I want to become a manager. There are some reasons why this career sounds interesting to me.

First of all this career combines several professions: economist, psychologist, lawyer, banker and accountant, director. It’s a very perspective, interesting and well-paid job.

Second, nowadays there is a great demand for highly-educated managers in Belarus because our republic is transferring to a market economy.

To become a good specialist in economic matters, business and tourism one must know many sciences: economy, law, geography, management, marketing, psychology. It’s very important for a specialist in business matters to be a skilful user of computers and to speak at least one foreign language. It should be better English as it is the most popular language of international business communication. You’ll be able to follow business developments in the world by listening to radio and TV news, by reading newspapers and magazines, or by getting in contact with your business partners abroad. 

A good manager should be sociable, flexible, friendly, strict, just. He should be professional, well-educated and talented. I hope that I’ll never regret my choice and get a well-paid and interesting job afterwards.
My Day

I get up at 7 a. m. every morning because my studies begin at 8.30 and I don’t want to be late for them. 

As soon as I get up I do my morning jerks, wash myself and have breakfast. The hall of residence I live in is very far from the institute and it takes me 40 minutes to get there. Every day I have 4 sessions of lectures, seminars and practices. The first session ends at about 10 o’clock. Then comes a 10-minute break. Our studies are over at 14.30 p. m.

Monday is a hard day for me as I have maths. Maths is one of the most difficult subjects in our timetable. Other weekdays are not much easier. Take Wednesday, for example. On Wednesday we have six periods. We have special subjects, a maths and English.

An English class is very interesting. We read and translate texts, put questions to the text and speak on it, render newspaper clippings. As for me, I like very much to make up situations and speak on topics. Sometimes we work in the language laboratory.

On Friday when the third session is over we stay for an other hour and have a talk on current political events. This is the time when we also discuss academic and social problems of our group.

Sometimes I go to the library to get ready for my classes. At 11 p. m. I go to bed and I am so tired that I fall asleep night away.

The working day of a businessman

My elder brother Nock is a businessman and I shall try to describe his daily actions. I shall tell you the things that he does, more or less, every day.

Nick generally gets up at about 7 o’clock. He hates getting up early, but he got used to do it. In half an hour or so he is ready for breakfast. He usually has a quick light breakfast. Then he leaves the house.

Nick drives his car quickly but with a great care, so it takes him 15 minutes to get to his office. His office hours begin at 9 o’clock. He has got much work to do every day. In the morning he usually looks through Belarussiаn, Russian and English newspapers and journals. He is interested in the latest political and business events.

During the day Nick meets English, German or Polish businessmen and discusses with them prices for different goods, terms of payment, shipment and delivery. Sometimes he discusses business matters on the phone. Together with inspectors he often goes to plants in and outside Minsk.

At 1 p. m. Nick has a break for lunch, which lasts for an hour.

In the afternoon he looks through the mail. He usually receives much mail: letters, faxes, enquiries, offers, catalogues and quotations. He reads them and gives answers to them.

He has to answer telephone calls, he signs documents, participates in the talks and does many other things, makes appointments on the phone.

At 5 p. m. his working day is over. But if he has got many things to do, he stays there until every thing is done.

In the evening my brother has English lessons. He learns the English language. 

So as a rule he goes to bed at about midnight. This is his usual working day. Weekends are more attractive.

	Vocabulary

morning jerks [d  ∂:ks]
	утренняя зарядка

	a hall of residence
	общежитие (студенческое)

	period=lesson=class
	урок, занятие (45-50 мин)

	session=double period
	сдвоенное занятие

	break, interval
	перерыв, перемена

	maths=mathematics
	математика

	a subject
	учебный предмет

	a timetable
	расписание

	current political events
	текущие политические события

	academic and social problems
	учебные и общественные дела

	to hate
	ненавидеть

	to get used to
	привыкнуть

	to drive
	вести (автомобиль)

	office hours
	рабочий день

	to look through
	просматривать

	to be interested in
	интересоваться чем-либо

	an event
	событие

	to discuss
	обсуждать

	a price
	цена

	goods
	товар

	a term
	условие, срок

	a payment
	платеж

	a shipment
	нагрузка

	a delivery
	поставка

	a matter
	деловой вопрос

	an inspector
	приемщик

	a plant
	завод

	a break for lunch
	обеденный перерыв

	an enquiry
	запрос

	an offer
	деловое предложение

	to participate
	принимать участие 

	to make an appointment
	назначить деловую встречу 

	to speak on the phone
	говорить по телефону

	a customer
	заказчик


In the Compartment

· Excuse me, don’t you think it’s a bit stuffy here?

· Yes, rather.

· What about having the window open?

· Not a bad idea. Can you manage it?

· I’ll try to. Is that all right?

· Yes, fine.

· The train is going very well. I wonder if it will keep the same speed all the way.

· Almost. It slows down when it crosses the river.

· You know the route well, don’t you?

· I travel this way once a month on an average.

· No one travels that often for pleasure.

· You have said that. I am going on business.

· Look, what a beautiful place we are passing!

· That is the most picturesque place on our route.

· It’s a pity there are few quiet places in our industrial age.

· I agree with you here. I’ve got two boxes of beer about me. Would you like to have a drink?

· Yes, thanks. I am thirsty. Let me introduce myself to you. My name is Anthony Buttler.

· Glad to meet you, Mr Buttler. My name is Peter Walker.

· Pleased to know you, Mr Walker.  

A Working Day of a Businessman

I want to tell you about a working day of Mr. Voronin. He is a manager of a firm. He works for Belarus-export. The company is very large. They sell many different goods to many countries. The firm does business with Belarusian and British companies. Many customers come to Belarus-export to discuss business matters with the representatives of the company.

Mr. Voronin often goes to different cities and countries to do business with their customers. He is usually very busy. He has got much work to do every day. His office hours begin at 9 o’clock. Mr. Voronin looks through newspapers and journals in the morning. He is interested in the latest political and business events. He usually receives much mail: letters, cables, and telexes.

Mr. Voronin has got many offers and enquiries on his desk. He reads orders for the equipment of his company. They sell new models of chemical equipment to foreign companies. Mr. Voronin often speaks on the phone with their customers. He makes appointments on the phone with Belarusian and British businessmen for the following day. They are interested in the catalogues and quotations for different goods. Mr. Voronin usually has dinner at 2 o’clock. After dinner, together with the inspectors, he often goes to plants in and outside the city. But sometimes he stays in the office and discusses business matters with the engineers or the director.

During the day Mr. Voronin meets Belarusian and British businessmen and makes contracts with them. They discuss prices for different goods, terms of payment, shipment and delivery. Sometimes he discusses business matters on the phone.

Mr. Voronin finishes his work at 6 o’clock in the evening. He usually comes home at 7 o’clock. He has supper together with his family and then after supper they go to their comfortable sitting room. Mr. Voronin likes to be at home together with his family. They usually watch TV, read newspapers, journals, magazines and discuss their future plans.

Vocabulary

to sell—продавать
different goods—различные товары
a country—страна
to do business—вести бизнес торговать
a customer—клиент, заказчик
to discuss business matters—обсуждать деловые вопросы

a representative—представитель
office hours—рабочий день
to look through—просматривать

to be interested in smth—быть заинтересованным в чем-то

an offer—деловое предложение

an enquiry from—запрос от кого-то

an order for—заказ на что-то

an equipment—оборудование

to make an appointment for—назначить деловую встречу на (день недели)

a quotation—котировка

a payment—платеж

a shipment—отгрузка

a delivery—поставка

ECOTOURISM

What types of tourism do you know? Compare your list with your partner's.
What new types of tourism have developed recently? What factors influenced their appearance?
What do you know about ecotourism? Have you ever been on an ecotour? What are the most popular ecodestination?

Try to work out your definition of ecotourism. Read the text I and compare your definition of ecotourism with those from the text. What features did you miss out?
WHAT IS ECOTOURISM?
Ecotourism is a form of nature-based tourism, but it is also a sustainable development tool. The term ecotourism, therefore, refers on one hand to a concept based on a set of principles, and on the other hand to a specific market segment. The International Ecotourism Society in 1991 produced one of the earliest definitions:

«Ecotourism is responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment and sustains the well being of local people». 

The World Conservation Union states in 1996 that ecotourism: 

«...is environmentally responsible travel and visitation to relatively undisturbed natural areas, in order to enjoy and appreciate nature (and any accompanying cultural features – both past and present) that promotes conservation, has low negative visitor impact and provides for beneficially active socioeconomic involvement of local populations».

According to a WTO study, ecotourism may represent between 2 and 4 per cent of global tourism. The global significance of ecotourism does not come from its revenue volume, but rather because it strives to:

· Protect the rapidly disappearing ecosystems that house most of the remaining biodiversity on the Earth, and it is one of the few feasible economic tools to finance conservation of sensitive ecosystems; and

· Ensure that local communities have a voice in sustainable development, that they benefit positively from revenue flows, since ecotourism operations and infrastructure are generally small-size and are run directly by them, and that less impacting alternative livelihoods are available.

Vocabulary: sustainable development, to sustain, to refer to smth., undisturbed natural areas, negative visitor impact, beneficially active involvement, socioeconomic, revenue volume\flow, to strive to, to house, feasible, to run, alternative livelihood

Find English equivalents in the text:
Инструмент устойчивого развития; природно-ориентированные формы туризма; свод принципов; особый сегмент рынка; поддерживать благосостояние местного населения, посеще​ние относительно нетронутых природных ареалов/территорий; способствовать охране природы, низкий коэффициент воздействия со стороны посетителей; объем доходов, экосистемы на грани исчезновения; малые масштабы деятельности; извлекать пользу; наличие других средств к существованию (источников дохода).

Match the words to their definitions:
1) alternative livelihood
2) beneficially
3) feasible
4) revenue
5) to refer to smth
6) to strive to
7) to sustain
a) to keep up, to maintain

b) to concern, to be directed towards, to be rele​vant

c) income, esp. the total annual income of the state

d) to make great efforts

e) possible and reasonable

f) producing favorable effects or useful results

g) additional, other ways to earn money to live on

Which of these statements are true? Correct the false ones:
1. Ecotourism is a concept to which all forms of tourism should strive to.

2. The importance of ecotourism is explained by the profits it can bring to tour companies as well as host communities.

3. The aim of ecotourism is not only to protect nature but also help local communities.

4. Any tour operator can run ecotours, provided it makes contributions to the World Conservation Union.

5. A typical eco-accommodation is a five-star-hotel, as it provides employment to the locals.

6. Local communities benefit from ecotourism by assimilating the culture of tourist-generating countries (e.g. emancipation of women in Arab countries).

ECOTOURISM AS A CONCEPT

Fill in the blanks with the words from the box and find out what the features of ecotourism concept are:

	1) a component, 2) aspires, 3) consensus, 4) conservation, 5) geared to, 6) guidelines, 7) learning, 8) local participation, 9) nonrenewable resources, 10) responsible action, 11) small groups, 12) sustainable, 13) the well being


Ecotourism is … of the field of sustainable tourism. Ecotourism … in all cases to achieve sustainable development results. However, it is important to stress that all tourism activities, be they … holidays, business, health, adventure or ecotourism, should aim to be … The strong orientation of the ecotourism field toward principles, …, and certification based on sustainability standards gives it an unusual position in the tourism field. In the years since the concept was first defined, a general … has formed on the basic elements of ecotourism:

· Contributes to … of biodiversity.

· Sustains … of local people.

· Includes an interpretation / … experience.

· Involves … on the part of tourists and the tourism industry.

· Is delivered primarily to … by small-scale businesses.

· Requires the lowest possible consumption of
 … .

Stresses …, ownership and business opportunities, particularly for rural people.

Illustrate each of the ecotourism elements with examples from your experience.
Can you add any other elements to the concept of ecotourism? Share your ideas with your partner.
Decide, which of these statements can characterize ecotourism concept:
1) The only motivation of tourists is observation and appreciation of nature.

2) It minimizes negative impacts upon the natural and socio-cultural environment.

3) It generates economic benefits for host communities and authorities managing natural areas with conservation purposes.

4) It provides alternative employment and income opportunities for people engaged in tourism.

5) It increases awareness towards the conservation of natural and cultural assets, both among locals and tourists.

(Optional) Imagine, that you're a Belarusian tour operator that is examining ecotourism opportunities in Belarus. Basing on the principles mentioned above, make up a business plan of ecotourism development in Belarus. Present it in class.
ECOTOURISM AS A MARKET SEGMENT

What are the most popular tourism types in your country? (individual \ package, business \ leasure \ health \ seaside, etc.) Why?
Do you know any companies, that organize ecotours? Are there many ecotourists in your country? Why?
What types of tourism are close to ecotourism?
Read the text and say the difference between ecotourism as a concept and as a market segment:
Ecotourism is a small but rapidly growing industry, a niche market that is governed by market forces and regulations. It is primarily advertised as a form of nature tourism. Some countries, companies and destinations have social and environmental policies and programs, while others do not. This has led to confusion worldwide about the meaning of the term ecotourism as it is applied in the marketplace. Both adventure tourism and ecotourism are components of nature tourism, while ecotourism has stronger links to rural and cultural tourism than to adventure tourism. In ecotourism the prime motivation is generally the observation and appreciation of natural features and related cultural assets, whereas in adventure tourism it is physical exercise and challenging situations in natural environments.

From a functional viewpoint, ecotourism is mostly individual or small-scale tourism (tour groups up to 25, and hotels with fewer than 100 beds) that is operated by small- and medium-sized companies in natural areas. It concentrates on leading and accommodating small groups in natural areas in an educational manner through interpretive materials and local specialist guides.

